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 ESF, Lord’s day message 

10/26/2014 

God’s Compassion for All People  
Jonah 4:1-11 

1 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to 

the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? 

That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a 

gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 

a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, O LORD, take away 

my life, for it is better for me to die than to live."  

    4 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?"  

    5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he 

made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would 

happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it 

grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 

and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7 But at dawn the next day 

God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 8 When 

the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 

Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would 

be better for me to die than to live."  

    9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the 

vine?"  

      "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die."  

    10 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, 

though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and 

died overnight. 11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 

many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 

 

When Robert G. Ingersoll was delivering his lectures against Christ and 

the Bible, his oratorical ability usually assured him of a large crowd. 

One night after an inflammatory speech in which he severely attacked 

man’s faith in God, he dramatically took out his watch and said, "I’ll 

give God a chance to prove that He exists and is almighty. I challenge 

Him to strike me dead within 5 minutes!" First there was silence, then 
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people became uneasy. Some left the hall, unable to take the nervous 

strain of the occasion, and one woman fainted. At the end of the allotted 

time, the atheist exclaimed decisively, "See! There is no God. I am still 

very much alive!" After the lecture a young fellow said to a Christian 

lady, "Well, Ingersoll certainly proved something tonight!" "Yes he did," 

she said. "He proved God isn’t taking orders from atheists tonight." 

 

Jonah asked God to take away his life: “O LORD, take away my life, for 

it is better for me to die than to live."  But God did not take away his life. 

Instead, God encouraged him to be alive and to grow in understanding 

God’s sovereign will and gracious compassion for all people.  

  

Are there certain types of people who you cannot love? When they are 

around you, do you become unpleasant or even angry? Have you ever 

suffered from someone who hurt you deeply? Is it really hard for you to 

forgive somebody? Is there anybody who you wish God would rebuke, 

judge or even punish for the person’s wrong, but you feel that God does 

not do as you wish? Have you ever wondered why God does not punish 

wicked people? Have you ever wondered why God still allows some bad 

people to live well or be better off than you?  

 

Today, God wants you to know why He is compassionate to all people 

including the people who hurt you deeply, people who are very difficult 

for you to forgive or love. Also God helps you be compassionate to all 

including your enemy, as He does.  

 

Because by doing so, you can live not only a victorious life but also a 

joyful life. You can be victorious over bitterness. You can be joyful 

regardless of what people are doing to you, or regardless of people 

around you.    

 

Selfishness blinds us to God’s blessings  
God sent Jonah to the city of Nineveh to preach that God would judge 

them all if they did not repent within 40 days. Jonah preached to the 

people of the city as God commanded. As soon as hearing Jonah’s 
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message, all the people in the city repented and sought God’s mercy. 

And God did not judge the Ninevites and completely forgave all of them, 

whose numbers were 120,000. At this result, Jonah was greatly 

displeased. He became angry at God. Why?  Why was he displeased 

with a revival, and angry at God’s merciful act for the Ninevites?  

 

Was it not a time for him to rejoice because there was a great revival in 

the city? Was it not a time to give thanks to the Lord, because the Lord 

used his preaching so powerfully that 120,000 people were convicted 

and repented and saved from judgment?  

 

But Jonah was angry because he was unable to accept God’s love for his 

enemy.  

 

The Ninevites were the worst enemy to his nation Israel. They were 

cruel people. They were invaders. They had brought many trials and 

pains to him and his people. How could they receive God’s mercy and 

forgiveness so easily? How could God show them his mercy so quickly, 

without bringing any judgment for their wickedness? It was unfair to 

Jonah that such a wicked enemy could be forgiven so easily.  

 

Of course Jonah must have believed in God’s mercy for sinners. But 

when God actually forgave such a terrible enemy, it was very hard for 

Jonah to accept it. 

Jonah wanted the enemy to be destroyed, or at least to receive some of 

the punishment they deserved. But when he saw God forgiving them so 

easily, he couldn’t accept such generous mercy from God. He was so 

upset and distressed at God’s compassion for his enemy that he wanted 

to die.    

 

Although God used Jonah’s preaching to save many people and to bring 

about a great revival in the city, his heart was filled with depression and 

anger, because he was selfish and unable to forgive his enemy. 

Selfishness is a joy killer. It blinds us to God’s blessings in us and 

around us.  
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Many times people are convinced that God is not interested in their lives 

– because God doesn’t answer their prayers, He doesn’t give into their 

demands, “You know Lord I need your help here, time is running out.” 

How many times have I seen people walk away from God because of an 

event that they saw as unfair, because God did not intervene as they had 

hoped, in the specified time they had set before God. Like Jonah did, 

they build their shelter, wait in the hot sun, and when God doesn’t act as 

expected, they walk away from believing God.  

 

When we wish and ask God for something, we are repeatedly 

disappointed because the result is something quite different than what 

we thought would happen. So we become angry. 

 

The reason why some of us are living in anger and frustration is not 

because God is not blessing us, but because we are so selfish that our 

eyes are blind to God’s blessing.  

 

God helps us to overcome selfishness  

1. Through gentleness  

Although Jonah refused to accept God’s compassion for the Ninevites 

and was angry at God, God did not harshly rebuke him. Instead God 

gently asked him a question: Have you any right to be angry? God did 

not respond to anger with anger. There was no thundering rebuke, just a 

gentle, thoughtful question. God treated Jonah with gentle love. 

 

Why? God dealt with an angry Jonah with gentleness so that he could 

eventually accept God’s compassion for all people in his heart and learn 

to be gentle too.  

 

Of course, God could have harshly rebuked Jonah for his narrow-minded 

and selfish response to the repentance of the Ninevites and God’s easy 

forgiveness for them. If God had rebuked Jonah harshly, Jonah would 
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have listened to his rebuke, but he would not have accepted God’s 

compassion in his heart.  

 

That is why God didn’t force Jonah to change his thoughts or emotion 

against his free will. As we saw in chapter one in the book of Jonah, God 

did not force Jonah to obey God’s words against his free will.  

God is a gracious God, compassionate, slow to anger, quick to relent. 

God was gracious to Jonah even when he was selfish and immature. 

Even when he was rebellious, God saved his life from a stormy sea. 

Even when he had no compassion for other people, God used his 

preaching to save 120,000 people at once.  

 

God never forces us to do anything against our free will. God is gentle 

and patient with us when we are too selfish and stubborn to share His 

compassion. God just waits and personally talks to us until we can 

realize the truth through our own free choices. God always deals with 

our stubbornness with his great patience and gentleness. And he molds 

us to be patient and gentle with others.   

 

God encourages all of us not to give up on ourselves. Even if you are 

still immature, selfish, quick-tempered, God wants to and can use you.     

 

2. By reminding us of His grace    

To help Jonah overcome his selfishness and share God’s compassionate 

heart, God used an object lesson. 

 

An angry Jonah went out from the city of Nineveh and sat down at a 

place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade 

and waited to see what would happen to the city. He wished that they 

would become wicked people again and God would revoke forgiveness 

and judge them.  
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The place Jonah stayed was an open hill where he would be under 

scorching heat during the day.  He needed something that could make 

shade over him but there was nothing to provide shade.  

 

And God provided him with a vine tree and its wide leaves in one night. 

Those leaves made enough shade to protect Jonah from the heat. He was 

exceedingly glad under their cool shade.  

 

But soon God sent a worm to eat up all the leaves and the shade was 

gone. The next day Jonah was put under the hot blazing heat. God sent a 

scorching east wind too. Jonah got dizzy in the heat and he became 

angry again. 

 

At that point God said to Jonah, "You have been concerned about this 

vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight 

and died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 

many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 

 

And Jonah didn’t say anything.  

 

Here, when God is trying to teach an important truth to Jonah, God did 

not submit Jonah to all kinds of difficult theology classes. To teach a 

great lesson, God just used the sun, a wind, a vine tree, natural shade and 

a worm. Through giving shade through a vine tree and then getting rid of 

the shade by destroying the vine though a worm, God taught Jonah to 

realize the precious value of every man’s life –either his life or his 

enemy’s life - and the reason why God is compassionate for all men. 

God also taught him to realize that every blessing in his life either small 

or large is from God’s grace, and that without God’s grace he wouldn’t 

be able to survive.  
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What a blessed thing it is to know a God who can teach us profound 

truths with such plain ways. Of course we need to study and learn many 

things to know truth. But we know that God may use ordinary objects 

and happenings in our lives to teach us great truth.  

 

The shade made by the vine tree symbolized God’s mercy on Jonah. The 

death of the tree symbolizes the removal of God’s mercy from Jonah. 

There was nothing Jonah could do about the vine tree, the sun, the shade, 

the wind, the worm.  

 

In fact, without God’s intervention and mercy, Jonah would have died at 

the sea already when he was thrown out of the ship into stormy waters. 

Without God’s mercy, Jonah himself could not live one single day in 

such a harsh condition. So why did he want to see only the God of 

justice without seeing God of mercy?  

 

With this lesson, God showed Jonah how selfish and narrow-minded a 

person he was, who valued a plant for himself but disdained so many 

other people’s lives. God reminded Jonah that without God’s merciful 

grace, he couldn’t survive a single day. God wanted Jonah to understand 

that if he was living by God’s mercy, he also had to be merciful to all 

people including his enemy.  

 

After dealing with his self-centered, narrow-minded heart with 

gentleness and a simple lesson, God challenged Jonah to have 

compassion for all people. God’s final words given to Jonah was: 

“Should I not be concerned about that great city?” Of course Jonah’s 

answer should be “Yes,” even if today’s text does not show how Jonah 

responded to that question.    

 

We all need God’s merciful grace. It is God’s grace that provides you 

food and shelter today. It is God’s grace that has protected you from so 

many dangerous accidents. It is God’s grace that has brought you friends 
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and people who are still around you and pray for you even if you have 

offended them many times. It is God’s grace that woke you up alive this 

morning. It is God’s grace that encouraged you to come to His temple 

and stand in awe of His glorious presence today.  

 

The reason why God has called us to be His children and why he is 

gracious to us is to bring his compassion to all people in the world.   

 

Jesus says the same thing. In Matthew 5:44-45, Jesus says “Love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise upon the evil and the 

good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”  

 

The missionary Helen Roseveare went to the Congo in Africa at the time 

of the uprisings. She was held captive for months, brutally raped and 

beaten until she was finally released and sent back to England where she 

was able to heal. Then she went back to the Congo and started a medical 

clinic right there among those who had been her captors. By sharing 

God’s compassion and mercy to her enemy, she overcame evil with 

good.  

 

Do you want to live a joyful life regardless of people around you? Do 

you want to be a victor by overcoming evil with good? Always 

remember God’s grace given to you and share the grace with all, even 

with your enemy.  

 

 


