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ESF, Lord’s day service message 

11/9/2014        

Finding and Fulfilling the Purpose of Life  

Jeremiah 1:4-10  

4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; 

    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”    

6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too 

young.” 7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You 

must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command 

you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 

declares the LORD. 

9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to 

me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over 

nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 

overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

Finding the purpose of your life is more important than doing something 

great. Because without knowing the purpose of your life, everything will 

eventually become meaningless.    

Solomon had power and wealth as the king of the nation Israel. He was a 

wise and learned man. He wrote 3000 proverbs, 100 songs (1 King 

4:32), and 3 books in the Bible - Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. 

His fame was widespread and people came from afar to hear him. 

However, he confessed that he didn’t find the meaning of life in all those 

achievements: “Meaningless! Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!” 

(Ecclesiastes 12:8).   
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If you do not find the true purpose of your life, after you have achieved 

or gained everything you can, you will always ask “so what?” and feel 

meaningless and empty.  

But if you know for sure what the purpose of your life is, you can live 

your life with a clear focus. You can do your best whatever you do for 

that purpose. When you achieve something will never feel meaningless. 

When you fall down you will always get up.  

 

Then how can you find the purpose of your life? And if you do find the 

purpose of your life how can you fulfill it?  

 

Finding the purpose of life 
What is the purpose of man’s life? This question is connected to another 

question, “What is the origin of man’s life? From where did my life 

come from? What is the meaning of my life? ” Throughout human 

history, men have been struggling to find answers to these questions 

through meditation, science, philosophy and religion.  

 

       Video clip – Meaning of life http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=J99B9FNU   

                                         3 minutes   
But the Bible clearly shows us where man’s life came from and what the 

purpose of man’s life is. The Bible says that if we want to know what 

the purpose of man’s life is, we must not begin with ourselves but begin 

with God, the Creator of our lives. In verse 5, God told Jeremiah where 

his life came from and for what purpose his life was: Before I formed 

you in the womb I knew you, ..... 

 

The verb “formed” is “yazar” in the original Hebrew text. It primarily 

describes the modeling of a potter. It means “created.” So by saying “I 

formed you,” God claims that He created Jeremiah and decided the 

purpose of his life. God’s claim is not only for Jeremiah but for all men. 

The Bible says, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27). 

http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=J99B9FNU
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“You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb” (Psalm 139:13) 

 

Your life finds meaning only in a relationship with the God in whose 

image you were created. The purpose of your life is in God’s creation. 

 

Long before we ever thought about our lives, God thought about our 

lives. Before we were formed in the womb, God knew us. We are known 

by God before we know ourselves. If we accept this truth, we don’t need 

to run here and there anxiously searching for the answers to life. Our 

lives are not puzzles to be figured out. Rather, we come to God who 

knows us and reveals to us the purpose of our lives.  

 

God has a purpose and plan for your life that is different from every 

other person who was ever created. He says, “I know the plans I have for 

you” (Jeremiah 29:11). You are so important to Him that, as Jesus said, 

“the very hairs of your head are all numbered” by Him (Luke 12:7).  

 

Also, we can find the purpose of our lives, when we hear God’s call for 

us. 

  

In verse 5, God told Jeremiah: before you were born I set you apart; I 

appointed you as a prophet to the nations. God told Jeremiah that his 

life was destined to live for God’s call. The call was to live as a prophet 

to the nations in his time. By hearing the call and obeying the call, 

Jeremiah was able to fulfill the purpose of his life.  

 

That word is not only for Jeremiah, but also for all of us. Although 

nobody can be just like Jeremiah, the principle of life’s purpose in God’s 

call is the same to all. It is that God forms every man’s life with purpose 

and God calls every man to live for that purpose. When we listen to 

God’s word carefully, we find that our lives were formed by God who 

gave a unique purpose to the life of each one of us.  
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You are not Jeremiah. Nobody can be Jeremiah. God’s call for Jeremiah 

is different from the call of all other servants of God-Samuel, David, 

Moses, Joshua, Joseph, Isaiah etc. God does not call us to live our lives 

the same way, but calls us to live in different and unique ways. God does 

not call you to live like Jeremiah or anybody else. God calls you to be 

yourself. You were designed by God for a specific purpose. Some 

shorter, some taller, some skinny, some chubby, some have brown eyes, 

some have blue eyes. No matter what you are, God loves you and will 

use you the way you are. As God does not create anybody the same as 

another person, God’s call for each individual is unique. So find out 

what God’s call is for you. 

 

When we hear God’s calling, we can surely find the purpose of our lives. 

Through Christ, God let us know His calling for us and the purpose for 

that calling. 2 Tim.1: 9 says: who(God) has saved us and called us to a 

holy lifenot because of anything we have done but because of his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time.  

 

If you are a believer of Christ, you are called by God to live a holy life. 

You have an absolute purpose in your life to live for that call. Even if 

you are not capable as much as others are, even if you don’t have things 

as much as others do, you have God’s unique call for your life. And in 

that call, your life has a unique purpose and value. So if you think or feel 

that your life is nothing, and has no value because of what you are not or 

what you do not have, remember the precious value of your life in 

Christ.  

 

The story is told of an American tourist in Paris who bought an amber 

necklace in a trinket shop. The price was not that expensive. When he 

arrived at New York and went through customs he was shocked at the 

high duty he had to pay. When he came home, he had the necklace 
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appraised, and the jeweler told him he would give $25,000 for the 

necklace. He was stunned and suspected that there was a reason for the 

offer. He took the necklace to an expert who appraised it at an 

astronomical amount. When he asked the appraiser what made the 

necklace so valuable, he told him to look into the magnifying glass and 

see for himself. When he placed his eye next to the glass, he saw an 

inscription which read: “From Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine.” It was 

the name on the necklace that gave it extraordinary worth.  

 

Inscribed on your life is the name of your Owner. You are special 

because through the blood of Christ, His name is inscribed on your life. 

He has made you with His own hands and written His name across your 

life. Your value is found in that inscription. You belong to Him and He 

wants to use your life. He has made you and you are His. No one else 

can take your place in His heart. And neither can anyone else take your 

place in this world.  

 

Fulfilling the purpose of Life  
When God told Jeremiah the purpose God gave to his life, he was afraid 

to accept it. The purpose was to live as a prophet: I appointed you as a 

prophet to the nations. When hearing this purpose, Jeremiah felt 

completely inadequate to living for the purpose. So he said: "Ah, 

Sovereign LORD, I do not know how to speak; I am only a child."   

 

That is a common response when people hear God’s call.  

 

When Moses was called to lead the Israelites out of Egypt he said to 

God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out 

of Egypt? (Exodus 3:11), "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 

in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of 

speech and tongue"(Exodus 4:10). When God called Gideon to fight 

against the oppressing enemy of his country, he said "how can I save 

Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
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family" (Judges 6:15). When Isaiah was called to live as a prophet, his 

first response was: "Woe to me!... I am ruined! For I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 

have seen the King, the LORD Almighty"(Isaiah 6:5).  

 

When God calls us to do something we have never thought or dreamed 

about, we may feel completely inadequate to follow the call.  

 

A little bird is sitting on the edge of a tree branch and his mother comes 

right up behind him. The mother bird pushes her chick off the edge of 

the branch.  

       Image 1 (Eagle mom and her chick) 

 

The baby bird now has two options; one he can spread his wings and fly 

or he can become a messy splat on the ground. The mother knows that 

her child may die right there. But she pushes him off the edge because it 

is the only way for the baby bird to learn how to fly.  

 

      Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ap8u-xD8xc (even eagles need a push) 

                     3 minutes 35 seconds 

 

As the mother bird pushes her chick, nudging him into his next step of 

life, so God pushes us to step into something we think impossible.  

 

When Jeremiah told God that he was unable to follow the call, God said 

to him: Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send 

you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you and will rescue you... (verses 7-8). 

 

God encouraged Jeremiah with these words that he would fulfill the 

purpose of his life not with his own ability, but with God’s 

empowerment and help. God assured him that He would be always with 

him to enable him to accomplish the purpose of his life.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ap8u-xD8xc
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If we try to fulfill the purpose our lives through our own abilities, we 

will face the impossible. But when we humbly receive God’s 

empowerment and gift, God enables us to fulfill our purpose.  

 

Harry Houdini, the famous escape artist, issued a challenge wherever he 

went. He claimed he could be locked in any jail cell in the country and 

set himself free in just a matter of minutes. And always he kept his 

promise. But one time something went wrong. Houdini entered the jail 

in his street clothes; the heavy, metal doors clanged shut behind him. He 

took from his belt a concealed piece of metal, strong and flexible. He set 

to work immediately, but something seemed to be unusual about this 

lock. For 30 minutes he worked and got nowhere. -An hour passed, and 

still he hadn’t opened the door. By now he was bathed in sweat and 

panting in exasperation, but he still could not pick the lock. Finally, after 

laboring for 2 hours, Harry Houdini collapsed in frustration at his failure 

to unlock the door. But when he fell against the door, it swung open! It 

had never been locked at all! But in his mind it was locked, and that was 

all it took to keep him from opening the door and walking out of the jail 

cell.  

 

Too many of us are trying to open the difficult locks of life but are not 

able to open them. We’ll never discover a way to open them until we 

quit trying to do things on our own and simply lean on Jesus. And as we 

lean on Jesus we’ll find the door to real life will open up. 

 

Jesus said in John 15:5- I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing. With these words, Jesus encourages us to completely 

depend on Him to receive power and wisdom we need to overcome all 

obstacles in our lives. Paul said, “I can do everything through him who 

gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). With Jesus and in Jesus, we can 

do everything!  
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God also gave Jeremiah the gift he needed to fulfill the purpose in verse 

9: Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said 

to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth.” God gave Jeremiah 

the gift of His words to fulfill his life’s purpose. To live for the call as a 

prophet, what Jeremiah needed most was the gift of God’s words.  

 

When God calls us to live the purpose of our lives, He gives us exactly 

what we need to fulfill the call. Do not compare your gift with other 

people’s gifts. Although you and other people may think that your gift is 

insignificant, it is as important as all the other gifts in building up God’s 

kingdom (1 Cor. 12:2126).  

 

When God called David to be a king, God gave him the gift of 

leadership to be a good king. When God called Joseph to be a politician, 

God gave him gift of political administration and wisdom to be a good 

politician. When Jesus called the 12 disciples, He did not make them 

people of one gift. Jesus did not try to change their gifts. Jesus 

encouraged each one of them to serve God with their different gifts. As 

God’s calls for each one of us are different, so the gifts for fulfilling the 

calls are different.  

 

You have exactly the amount of potentials and ability God has given you 

to fulfill His call for your life. There will always be someone with more 

than you have, but there will never be someone who has exactly the 

same gift as yours and there will be no one who can do exactly what you 

can do with your gift.  

 

So stop comparing your gift (or talent) with other people’s gifts (or 

talents). Whatever gift you may have even if it is small or seemingly 

insignificant, use that gift to serve the Lord and people with a thankful 

heart. Then the Lord will enable you to fulfill the purpose of your life.   


