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ESF Lord’s day service message 

1/15/2017 

Ask, Seek and Knock 

Luke 11:9-13 

9. So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 

will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10. For 

everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 11.”Which of you fathers, if your 

son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  12. Or if he asks 

for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  13. If you then, though you 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him.   

 

Some fishermen were caught in a sudden storm on Lake Superior. 

It seemed that unless something happened, their boat would be 

swamped. One of the men were experienced at prayer, so they 

selected him to pray. The one selected to pray hadn’t been to 

church in a number of years and confessed he hadn’t been praying 

during the recent years either. Nonetheless, he was asked to speak 

on their behalf to the Almighty. As he prayed, the words came, “O 

Lord, I haven’t asked you for anything for 15 years. And if you 

deliver us from this storm and bring us safely to land again, I 

promise that I won’t bother you for another 15 years.” This man 

needs to learn the real secret to prayer.  

 

In this text, when the disciples asked Jesus how to pray effectively, 

He taught the secret of effective prayer. It is not a theory of prayer. 

It is the truth of prayer which Jesus practiced, experienced and 

proved through His own prayer life. Jesus teaches us three points  

of effective prayer. They are persistence, activeness, and 

confidence (PAC).   
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Persistent prayer  
Jesus teaches us to pray through asking, seeking and knocking. 

Each of these three actions, asking, seeking and knocking occurs in 

the present tense in the original Greek language. It means; “Keep 

asking, Keep seeking and Keep knocking.” To keep asking, 

seeking, and knocking, we need persistence. Why then is the Lord 

encouraging us to pray persistently?  

 

First, persistent prayer shows a sincere and earnest desire in our 

hearts. If a child comes to his father and asks for something, the 

father would want to hear his child saying: “Daddy I love you. 

Daddy I trust in you.”     

 

God wants to receive our sincere heart while He is receiving our 

requests for what we need. That is why the Lord encourages us to 

pray persistently with all our heart. In Jeremiah 29:13, God says: 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart. God is pleased with our prayers when we pray persistently. 

When David was living in the desert and needed much help from 

the Lord, he prayed persistently and God met all his needs. Let’s 

see how David prayed: “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek 

you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and 

weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1).  

 

When God is pleased with our persistent prayers, He will surely 

answer our prayers in the best way. So, whenever you pray, pray 

with persistence. Express your love for God and express your total 

trust in Him persistently.    

 

Secondly, God wants to mold our character to be mature through 

our persistent prayers. If God always answered our prayers right 

away or as we wish, there would be no need for perseverance. If a 

father truly loves his child and wants to bless his child, the father 

not only provides good gifts to the child but also disciplines the 

child. Even if a father gives good things to his child, the child 
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cannot handle the good gifts properly if the child is spoiled and 

immature. But when the child is well disciplined and can maintain 

good character, the child will be able to handle the father’s gifts 

properly.   

 

When God wants to give us good gifts, He molds us to be mature 

enough to handle the good gifts in the proper way. That is why 

God lets us build our character through perseverance.  

James 1:2-4 says: Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you 

face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 

faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.     

 

Because God wants to make us mature, He sometimes delays his 

answers to our prayer. By delaying God develops our 

perseverance. The greatest blessing of prayer is not obtaining an 

answer, but being mature in character and follow the will of God.  

 

Ivan endured all the horrors of a Soviet prison camp. One day he 

was praying with his eyes closed when a fellow prisoner notices 

him and said with ridicule, "Prayers won't help you get out of here 

any faster." Opening his eyes, Ivan answered, "I do not pray to get 

out of prison but to do the will of God."  

 

When you cannot hear God’s answer to your prayers, do not get 

discouraged. Do not give up praying. Persevere! Express your trust 

in God more passionately. God is molding you to be a mature 

person. God is preparing your character to receive His blessing and 

enjoy the blessing.  

 

Active prayer  

By asking, seeking and knocking in prayer, Jesus is referring to 

active prayer. Asking, seeking and knocking means not only verbal 

requests through prayer, but also taking action in prayer. To 
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receive answer to our prayers, we must take action of what we are 

praying for.  

 

Why does God want us to be active in our prayers?  God is a 

Father who does not treats us as irresponsible and spoiled children 

but as decent and responsible children. If God answered our prayer 

without our active involvement in what we are praying for, we may 

become spoiled, lazy and irresponsible children. As the Heavenly 

Father who loves us and cares for us, God does not pamper us to 

become lazy and irresponsible. God wants us to use our resources 

and talents responsibly. God wants us to work diligently and hard 

for what we need. God wants us to know that everything valuable 

and worthy of gaining is costly. God wants us to know that the gift 

He is giving to us is very precious. That is why God does not do 

what we ourselves can do and we must do while we are praying to 

Him for something.  

 

We can see in the Christmas story that the magi (Matthew 2:1-12) 

are a good example of how God answers active prayer. When the 

magi wanted to find the newborn Christ, they did not just sit and 

pray for God to help them. They took action to follow the star. 

They took a long, perilous journey. When they lost the star, they 

asked people in Jerusalem to help them find the birth place of 

Christ. Then God answered their prayer to meet the newborn 

Christ.  

 

When you are praying for a job, you must actually take action to 

find a job. While you are praying to God to help you get a job, you 

must search for a job. You must carefully and diligently search for 

a job at all the available job advertisements in newspapers, bulletin 

boards, help-wanted signs, and job agencies. You have to 

proactively contact and visit companies and stores which may have 

job openings. You must create your best resume and send them to 

as many job postings as possible.  
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Also you must prepare and build your credentials, job skills and 

assets through small jobs and learning constantly.  

 

If you are praying for your health, you must also do your best to 

take care of your health. You must take care of your diet, exercise 

regularly, and obey doctors’ and health professionals’ advice.  

 

If you are praying for good relationship with others, you must learn 

to be humble, gentle, forgiving, understanding, and skillful in the 

relationship with others.   

  

Whatever you are praying for, always remember, there are things 

you must do and you can do while God is helping you.   

 

Confident prayer  
Jesus teaches us to pray with confident expectation of what God 

will do through our prayers: Which of you fathers, if your son asks 

for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, 

will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.   

 

With these words, Jesus assures us that God to whom we pray is 

the Heavenly Father. Jesus encourages us to pray with confidence 

that God is our Heavenly Father.  

 

Roman history tells the story of a Roman emperor in his chariot 

partaking in a parade; Cheering people lined the streets while the 

legionnaires were stationed to keep people at a safe distance. The 

emperor’s family sat on a platform to watch him go by in all the 

pride of his position. As the emperor came near to the place where 

his family was sitting, a young boy jumped from the platform, 

hedged his way through the crowd, and tried to evade a legionnaire 

so he could run to the emperor’s chariot. The soldier stopped him 

and said, “You cannot go near the emperor.” The boy laughed, and 
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said; “He may be your emperor but he is my father.” Then he ran 

into his father’s open arms.” 

 

Although God is the King of kings and the Lord of lords, he is the 

common Father to all mankind by creation (Malachi 2:10; Acts 

17:28). He is the Father to the believers, by adoption and 

regeneration (Ephesians 1:5; Galatians 4:6). When we call God 

"Our Heavenly Father" we can be confident that God is not only 

majestic and holy, but also personal and loving. If He is our Father, 

He will pity us when we are weak and commit sins (Psalm 

103:13), will spare us (Malachi 3:17), will make the best of our 

performances, and although very defective, will deny us nothing 

that is good for us 

 

In the Old Testament, people could not call God Father. They felt 

God is too holy to be called Father. Yet, Jesus called God Father. 

In the gospels Jesus called God Father dozens of times. With the 

word “Father”, Jesus had intimacy with God, simple trust in God, 

and confidence of God’s goodness. And always God was pleased 

to hear Jesus’ prayer and answered His prayer.   

 

As the heavenly Father, He is not indifferent to our actual needs. 

He is sensitive to all our needs. He is compassionate to our pains. 

So whenever you pray, pray with confidence that God is your 

Father, and you are His loving child.  

 

Also if we have confidence that God is our Heavenly Father, we 

can expect marvelous and wonderful things from the Father’s 

hand. Even if a mere human father can do good things for his 

children, then how much more can we confidently expect God in 

heaven who is always compassionate, almighty and gracious to do 

good things for his children? Because God is a gracious God, the 

loving heavenly Father, He can be expected, not only to answer 

our prayers, but to answer them completely.  
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So when we pray we can pray with confident expectation that our 

Heavenly Father will give all the very best things in life (Hebrews 

4:16). God wants to give us an unlimited amount of blessings.  

The best of all gifts is the Holy Spirit. Why? Because the Holy 

Spirit gives us God’s presence. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives 

His personal presence. The best gift parents can give their children 

is not material things, but the parents’ presence with the children.  

 

The presence of the Holy Spirit is the personal, powerful presence 

of the Heavenly Father. Not things, not material stuff, but His 

personal presence is the best gift. And God gives it to every one of 

His children who asks. In doing so, God gives the Holy Spirit.  

 

When God is present through the Holy Spirit in us, all the best 

things flow into our lives- satisfaction of our souls (John 7:37-39), 

almighty power (Acts 1:8), and fruits of the Spirit such as peace, 

joy, love, and self-control etc. (Galatians 5:22-23).  

 

But we can receive only as much as we are ready to receive. When 

we pray with great expectation, we will receive great things from 

Him.  

 

There is a story of a young boy who went to the store with his 

mom. At the counter they looked over the jars of candy. The shop 

owner took the lid off a jar and offered it to the boy, but entirely 

out of character the boy held back. As a result the shop owner 

pulled out a handful for him and put them in a bag. Later his mom 

asked him why he had held back when the shop owner offered the 

candy. And the boy replied, "Because his hand is much bigger than 

mine." 

 

We serve a God, our Heavenly Father, with big hands, don’t we? 

Our God has big hands. His big hands are loving and generous 

hands.  From his hands, we can expect to receive all the very best 

things in life. Expect great things when you pray.  


