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God with Us  

Matthew 1:18-25 
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 

found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her 

husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  20But after he had 

considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins."  22All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: 23"The virgin will be with child 

and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which 

means, "God with us." 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 

the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he 

had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 

name Jesus. 

 

There was an old farmer who didn’t believe the story of Christmas in the 

Bible. He thought the idea of God coming to earth as a man was 

ridiculous. One evening during a terrible snowstorm, he kept hearing a 

loud thump on his living room window. The snow was so bad that he 

couldn’t see out to see what it was. Later, when the snow let up a little, 

he went out to see what kept making the noise. It turned out to be a flock 

of wild geese that had been stranded in the storm. They kept flapping 

around blindly, occasionally flying into his window. The farmer knew 

they would freeze to death if they stayed out in the storm, so he went 

and opened up his barn for them. But just the sight of him frightened 

them and they wouldn’t go near. He tried everything and they wouldn’t 

go near him. Finally, he thought, “if I could just become a goose, they 
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would listen to me and I could save them.” At that moment, he realized 

why God had to come as a man. 

 

The good news of the birth of Christ is that God has sent His Son to be 

Immanuel.  It means “God with us.”  

 

If God is with us what will happen to our lives?    

 

The Holy Spirit works in our lives 

It is impossible for a virgin woman to conceive a baby. But when God 

was working through the power of the Holy Spirit, a virgin woman Mary 

was able to conceive a baby in her womb without knowing any man. An 

impossibility could become possible in Mary’s life. It was the greatest 

blessing that she could have ever dreamed of. Because the baby in her 

womb was the Savior of the world. Because God was achieving His 

greatest promise through her conception.  

 

When God is with us, the Holy Spirit makes something impossible 

possible in our lives.  

 

There was a time when the Israelites were in exile for 70 years in a 

foreign country. During that time, their homeland and capital city, 

Jerusalem laid in ruins. When they came back to the home land at the 

end of their exile, they were discouraged by the ruins. They had nothing 

to rebuild the city and their lives. It was impossible for them to rebuild. 

Then the Lord encouraged them to overcome the hopeless feeling and 

see the possibilities: “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” 

(Zechariah 4:6). God told them by the Holy Spirit, they would be able to 

rebuild their lives again from the ruins. Then as He promised, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit the Lord actually enabled them to rebuild the 

city, the nation and their lives.  

 

In the book of Acts, when the believers came together and prayed 
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together God worked with them through the Holy Spirit. When God 

came into them through the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit made the 

impossible possible. They began to speak many different languages 

which they had never learned (Acts 2:1-13). They healed the sick who 

were suffering from incurable diseases (Acts 3: 1-8; 5:16). Their 

preaching was so powerful that thousands of souls were saved (Acts 

4:4). They performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the 

people (Acts 5:12). When they were persecuted and put in jail, an angel 

of the Lord opened the jail door and brought them out (Acts 5:18-19).  

 

Do you face an obstacle which is impossible to overcome today? Do you 

want to see the impossible turned into something possible? Ask God to 

work in you through the Holy Spirit.  Let the Holy Spirit work in you.  

 

God intervenes in our troubles   
When God was with Mary and working in her life, she got in serious 

trouble. When she became pregnant through the Holy Spirit, she was 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph.  

 

To understand why it was a serious problem, we have to know the 

meaning of the phrase “being pledged to be married.” There were three 

steps in a Jewish marriage.  

First, two families agreed to the union of their son and their daughter. 

Second, a public announcement was made of their marriage. At this 

point, they were "pledged." In this stage, the couple could not live 

together but they were legally regarded as a married couple. And the 

relationship of the couple could be broken only through death or 

divorce.  

Third, the couple married and began living together.  

 

When Marry conceived a baby through the Holy Spirit, she was in the 

second stage of the three stages of the marriage procedure. Because 

Mary and Joseph were pledged to get married to each other, Mary's 
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apparent unfaithfulness troubled Joseph. 

 

Mary herself knew that she became pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

She knew that she would conceive a baby directly through the power of 

God’s Spirit. But how could she prove it to Joseph? There was no way to 

prove it. So, she would be considered as an adulterous woman who had 

slept with another man while she was engaged to Joseph.  

 

The fact that Mary conceived a child through the Holy Spirit meant great 

blessings in her life from God. But it also brought her great trouble. 

There was not only trouble between Mary and Joseph, but Mary could 

also have received the death penalty. According to Jewish law in those 

days, Joseph had a right to divorce her, and the Jewish authorities could 

have had her stoned to death (Deut. 22:23, 24).  

 

When God is with you and works something marvelous in your life 

through His Spirit, there may be problems. Something impossible may 

become possible for you, but you may not be able to prove it. And so 

you may get into trouble.  

 

At that moment, Joseph faced three difficult choices. First choice: he 

could have accused her of adultery publicly and divorce her. Second 

choice: he could have ignored her infidelity and married her. Third 

choice: he could have kept the matter privately and divorce Mary. But 

none of these choices could have solved the problem. If he revealed her 

infidelity publicly, she would have received the punishment she 

deserved -being stoned to the death. If he ignored her infidelity, he 

would have violated the law of purity in marriage. If he took the third 

choice, Mary would have had some time to figure out what she had to 

do, but people might have come to know her infidelity anyway and the 

result would have been the same as the first choice.  

 

After struggling with the problem for many sleepless nights, Joseph 



Page 5 of 7 (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 

decided to take the third choice.  

 

But before he carried that decision into action, God instructed him: “But 

after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit” (verse 20).    

 

God Himself explained to Joseph what really happened to Mary, and 

why that conception was not trouble but God’s great blessing to him. 

And God guided him to another option, which Joseph had never 

imagined- Get married to Mary and share God’s blessing in her 

conception. Through that instruction and guidance, Joseph received the 

best solution. Joseph changed his plan quickly after he was convinced 

that Mary had not been unfaithful to him. He obeyed God and proceeded 

with the marriage plan. 

 

When God is with you and working in your life through the Holy Spirit, 

you may face a difficult problem. You may be seriously misunderstood 

by people around you and there is no way for you to prove your 

innocence.  

 

But if you keep trusting in Him, God will surely show you a way of 

deliverance. When you know of only limited options to tackle a difficult 

problem, God opens a new option. When you are struggling with only a 

few choices, God shows you another choice which can safely resolve the 

problem. Through such an experience, God wants you to grow and to 

live a life to glorify Him.  

 

So while you are experiencing the work of the Holy Spirit, and facing 

serious troubles because of it, don’t panic. When God is with you and 

working in you with His Spirit, He will intervene in your troubles and 

take care of you. Seek God’s intervention. Wait for God’s intervention.    
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Jesus becomes the center of our lives 

When God was working in Mary and Joseph’s life, Jesus became the 

center of their lives. When God was working in Mary’s life and Joseph’s 

life through His Spirit, the main figure was neither Mary nor Joseph. 

The main figure was Jesus. They had to live for Jesus, get married for 

Jesus. They not only received blessings in Jesus but also risks and 

troubles for Jesus.  

 

When God was working in their lives, God put Jesus at the center of 

their lives. And Jesus became every reason for the blessing they 

received.  

 

God told Joseph that Jesus was conceived in the virgin Mary’s womb to 

save His people from their sins: She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.  The reason He came to earth through a virgin is to be a sinless 

person. As the sinless person, he saves people from their sins.  Saving 

people from their sins means bring the greatest victory in human history- 

victory over the power of sin and the king of all sins, the Devil. So 

putting Jesus at the center of their lives meant that they were set free 

from the power of sin, and the power of the Devil.  

 

God also told Joseph that Jesus was to be called 'Immanuel' which 

means "God with us." God had already promised that He would send 

Immanuel through the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14). So when Jesus was 

conceived and born through the virgin Mary, God accomplished His 

promise.  

 

Jesus was God in flesh. In Jesus God fulfills all the promises He has 

given to man. So putting Jesus at the center of their lives meant that the 

living God in flesh would be always with them. It meant that they could 

live their lives with God’s best gift- God Himself. It meant they needed 

nothing more to make their lives happy, secure, and meaningful.  
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When God is with you and working in your life, God asks you to put 

Jesus at the center of your life. When you put Jesus at the center of your 

life, you are entitled to receive all God’s blessed promises through Jesus.  

 

Do you want God to be with you? Do you want to receive God’s greatest 

gift? Then put Jesus at the center of your life as Paul did, “…I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 

them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him….” 

(Philippians 3:8-9).  

 

How can you put Jesus at the center of your life? Always focus your 

thought on knowing Him. Before you make any important decision, ask 

Jesus first to seek His will. Think about what Jesus would do if He is in 

your situation and do as Jesus would do. Whatever you do, do it for 

Jesus even if you may be misunderstood or persecuted by others, or even 

if you must sacrifice a lot. Always acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord 

and Master of your life. Give him the best of what you have. Use your 

money, time, resource and talent to serve Him and His ministry.  

 

 

 

 


