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The Baby in a Manger 
Luke 2:1-7  

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his 

own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 

line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 

the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

The baby in the manger is the key person in Christmas. He is the Savior 

of all men. He is the true helper for all man’s problems. But many 

people miss the opportunity to get the help they need from the baby, 

because they do not recognize who the baby really is, and what the baby 

can do for them. Today’s word will help us to understand who the baby 

really is and what wonderful things the baby does for us. 

   

The baby who is in control of history  
Jesus was born at a time when the Roman emperor Caesar Augustus was 

ruling the world. He was one of the most powerful emperors of the 

Roman empire. He reigned over the world from B.C. 27 until A.D. 14. 

Secular history teaches us that such powerful emperors, kings and the 

presidents shape the world. Most historical events revolve around these 

powerful figures, as they demand news headlines.  

 
But when we see the whole history of man, they are not the true masters of history. The true 

master of history is God who exists eternally and is in control of all history behind the scenes. 
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Here in this event, the birth of Jesus, we can see that truth unfold. God coordinated all things to 

achieve His plan of sending the Savior into this world. How did He coordinate it? He 

coordinated it through the Emperor Caesar’s decree to lead Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem at the 

right time. God was in control of all events in history. And God placed His Son, Jesus, at the 

center of history.     

 

Today, who cares about the emperor Augustus? Although he was the 

most powerful emperor in his time, his power lasted only a few decades. 

As soon as he died, his power and influence was gone, and his name was 

forgotten. But look at Jesus. Although he was born as the poorest of 

babies, known to nobody, His name and influence and power has 

increased to reach the hearts of billions of people and His kingdom has 

been enlarged to every corner of the world.  

 

When we believe in Jesus, we belong to the Lord who is in control of 

history. We are the people of the kingdom which never falls and lasts 

forever no matter what happens to this world.   

 

Sometimes we see that our lives are controlled not by our own will but  

something or someone else: by the economy, the government, weather, 

other people, etc. And we are powerless to do anything about it. 

  

But we have to know that God is in control of all things which we 

cannot control. In Jesus, God coordinates everything and every event for 

the good in the end. Absolutely nothing is left to chance or fate. "In him 

we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 

him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will" 

(Eph.1:11). 

 

If you are in Christ, nothing happens that is random or pointless. God 

brings about His purpose. God is involved in your broken relationships, 

unemployment, illness, unfair treatment and mundane routines.  

 

In the mid-17th century, Oliver Cromwell (of Great Britain) sent his 
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secretary to the continent on some important state business. One night 

on his mission he found he was unable to sleep. According to an old 

custom his servant slept in the same room and that evening the servant 

was sleeping soundly. In the middle of the night the secretary woke the 

servant up to tell him that he could not rest because “I am so afraid 

something will go wrong with the diplomatic mission,” “Master,” said 

the valet, “may I ask a question or two?” “Of course.” “Did God rule the 

world before we were born?” “Most assuredly He did.” “And will He 

rule it after we are dead?” “Certainly He will.”  

“Then, master, why not let Him rule the present, too?” The servant’s 

reply stirred the secretary’s faith and he found a deep sense of peace, 

and in a few minutes both he and the servant were sound asleep. 
 

When storms hit your life and you feel hopeless and helpless trust in the 

Lord who is in control of everything and is always looking at you and 

taking the best care of you.    

 

The baby who fulfills all God’s promises for us 
The second point of this text is that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the 

birth place of David, Israel's greatest King. Why is it significant for 

Jesus to be born in David’s birth place Bethlehem? Because it is 

evidence that God kept His promise regarding the sending of the Savior 

of the world. 

 

Nearly 1000 years before Jesus' birth, God had promised David through 

the Prophet Samuel, "Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 

before me; your throne will be established forever" (2 Samuel 7:16). 

Micah also had prophesied 730 years previously: "But you, Bethlehem 

Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 

will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 

from of old, from ancient times." (Micah 5:2) 

 

Based on God’s promise in those prophecies, the Jews eagerly expected 
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David's successor and called this hope for a Messiah the "Son of David." 

With Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, God confirmed that He would keep all 

His promises through Jesus- through His birth, life, death and 

resurrection.  

 

The day of Jesus’ birth, Christmas is the day when God confirmed His 

faithfulness for everyone who believes in Jesus. In Jesus, and through 

Jesus God brings His faithfulness to us. In Jesus’ birth, God confirms 

that He keeps all His promises. In Jesus, God accomplishes all His 

blessed promises. In Jesus, we can claim all God’s promises. 

 

If you live with only man’s promises, your life becomes uncertain. 

Because there is no one who can keep all their promises. But when you 

live in Jesus, you can build your life on solid ground, because in Jesus 

God keeps his promises 100%. What promises do you need today? 

Health? Security? Peace? Strength? Wisdom? Protection? If you believe 

in Jesus as the Savior, you can claim God’s promises for all these things.  

 

The sum of God’s promises is that He is with us through the baby. The 

baby’s name is Immanuel which means “God with us.” You can turn to 

the baby Immanuel for strength, and He will give it to you. 

 

While attempting to rescue a fellow soldier, Bob Wieland lost both his 

legs in Vietnam. He had dreamed of being a professional baseball player 

after the war, but that dream was gone forever. Many men in this 

situation are overcome with bitterness, but Bob wasn’t. He said, "I lost 

my legs, not my heart", and he became a great athlete. He walks on his 

hands now, and has completed a three year Walk Across America. He 

has participated in the Race Across America on a custom-made bicycle, 

and in the Hawaii Ironman Triathlon. He can bench press an amazing 

507 pounds. He said that he learned to cast all his cares on Jesus (1 Peter 

5:7), and he learned how "the weakness of God is stronger than man’s 

strength." (1 Corinthians 1:25) In his words, "I do the best I can to apply 
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the Word of God to my life, because I know it works." 

 

That’s the kind of strength God offers through the baby, Immanuel. No 

matter what happens, we can depend on him to get us through. Our lives 

don’t have to be characterized by failure, or bitterness, or missed 

opportunities. He will give you the strength to face whatever comes your 

way. 

That’s what Christmas is all about. It means you are not alone. You are 

not a victim of the circumstances of your life. You have Immanuel, God 

with you, and you can live in his strength. 

 
The baby who saves man through sacrifice 

The place where a manger would be found would be in a stable for 

animals. It was a place considered too dirty to put a newborn baby. If the 

baby was born to be the Savior of all mankind shouldn’t he be born in 

the cleanest of places? Why did God cause the Savior to be born in such 

a lowly place? By sending the Savior to such a place, God is telling us 

that he comes to save us while our hearts are dirty. Some people think 

that they can come to God only when their hearts are pure and holy, only 

when they are good enough to be accepted by the holy God. But there is 

no person who can come to God by his or her own purity. All men are 

sinners without exception. The Bible says that the heart (of man) is 

deceitful above all things and beyond cure (Jeremiah 17:9). The hearts 

of men are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts (Ecclesiastes 

9:3).  

 

Through the baby in the manger, God is encouraging you and me today 

to come to his salvation just as we are. God is saying to you and me: 

“The reason why I sent the Savior to such an unclean and lowly place is 

to give you hope, to give you confidence to come to me even if you are 

hopelessly dirty and sinful. I sacrificed my own life to love you and save 

you” There is a story that comes out of the Vietnam War that reminds me of the love of 

God. A Vietnamese orphanage had been struck by artillery rounds and a small girl lay 
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bleeding from shrapnel wounds. When American medics arrived on the scene they realized 

that she needed a blood transfusion as quickly as possible. They were somehow able to find 

an orphan boy who had the same blood type as the girl. Despite the fact that they could not 

speak Vietnamese, the medics were able to communicate to the boy that they needed to 

transfer some of his blood to the little girl. 

 

They laid the boy on a mat and the medics were soon beginning to draw blood from his 

arm. The little guy lay as stiff as a board and after a moment his body began to shake and 

tears came streaming down his face. Just then a Vietnamese nurse arrived and the medics, 

thinking they were hurting the boy, asked her to find out what was wrong.  

 

The nurse talked quietly to him and, with eyes wide she told them, “He thinks you’re going 

to take all of his blood and put it into the girl.” “Does he understand that if we did that he 

would die?” they asked. “Yes,” she said. “”But why would he be willing to do that?” they 

asked. 

 

The nurse once again spoke to the boy and turning back with tears in her eyes she 

reported, “He said, ‘Because she’s my friend.’” 

 

Jesus said,  

 

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

 

Jesus became our blood brother and laid down His life that we might live forever. 

 

Jesus has loved you from the moment you were conceived. (Psalm 139) 

 

Jesus loved you on the cross. 

 

There is no sinner who can’t come to God’s mercy by the baby in the 

manger. The problem is not our dirty hearts, but our unbelief in God’s 

mercy, God’s unconditional love for us.   

 

Also by sending the Savior to such a lowly place, God is demonstrating 

this truth: that salvation comes not through any wisdom or power in this 

world but through His own humble sacrifice.  

 

In those days, the Roman Empire was ruling the world. Caesar Augustus 

was regarded as a god, or the son of god. Some people even called him 

the savior of the world. Under his rule, the Roman Empire became the 

most powerful and peaceful empire in the world. Then wouldn’t it be 

more logical and reasonable for Jesus to be born as a prince of the 
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Roman Empire to save the whole world? 

 

But it was not God’s will that Jesus would be born in the palace of the 

Roman Empire, but in a stable, in the poorest of circumstance.  

 

Why did God have the Savior of the world born to such a lowly status?   

God reveals the truth that man’s salvation does not come through power 

in this world, but through His own wisdom, the wisdom in the sacrifice 

on the cross.  

 

Many people think that if they could get something they want, they 

could get answers to their lives, salvation for their lives. The typical 

things people think will save them are possessions and power. But those 

things can never save anyone, not a single person.  

 

Through the humble birth of the Savior, God is teaching us the truth that 

the ultimate answer to man’s quest-how can a man be saved? - is not in 

the possessions and power of this world, but in the power and wisdom of 

God revealed through humble Jesus. Paul explains well this truth in 1 

Corinthians 1:23-24 says 

…we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 

to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 

God ordained the Savior of the world to be born in a dirty stable where 

animals were kept, and his first crib was a common cattle trough. By 

doing so, God delivered the way of salvation. Salvation comes through 

the humble sacrifice of His Son. Jesus literally "emptied himself" of all 

the privileges to which He was heir. He didn't just take a low place, He 

took the lowest place. His commission was "to preach good news to the 

poor" (Luke 4:18; quoting Isaiah 61:1), so He was born among the 

poorest.  
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Through the poorest and humblest of births, Jesus has opened the way of 

God’s salvation to all people who believe in His cross. Seek the answers 

in your life in the humble sacrifice of Jesus. Seek the answer to all your 

problems in the cross of Christ.  


