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The Acts Of The Risen Lord Jesus 

Acts 1:1-3 

 

Imagine you are a castaway, alone on a deserted 

island, longing for rescue and salvation from your 

predicament. Do you remember the movie called 

Castaway, starring Tom Hanks? Do you recall who 

his best friend on the island was? Wilson, a 

Volleyball!   

 

Imagine yourself that isolated and lonely...your only 

friend is a rubber ball with a face drawn on it in 

magic marker. You talk to the ball, and you think 

you hear the ball answering, giving advice. Now 

that's  desperation! A bottle floating in the ocean 

washes up on shore.  

 

There is a note inside. What is written on the note 

makes all the difference. The note means words, and 

words mean... You pull the cork off of the bottle, 

and pull the note out, unfold it, and read it. What 

does it say? “Tomorrow in England temperatures 

will  be mild.”  Or even, “Several months ago the  

Chicago Cubs won the World Series.”  Can this help 
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you? No! It is mere information. Useless, wasted 

words.  In fact, the mild weather, or the Cubs 

winning, are like a mockery of your hopeless 

isolation. Information, just information.  

 

You need something more. Another bottle floats to 

shore...you open this one; again, you take out the 

paper, and you read what's written on it: 

“Tomorrow, just after sunrise, a boat will arrive 

where you now stand, to rescue you and take you 

back home.” This is NEWS! GREAT NEWS! Not 

information. Rather, news. Can you feel the 

difference?   

 

Our faith is based on good news about the acts of the 

Lord, not on mere information and ideas. We were 

spiritual castaways, with no hope in the world. We 

heard a barrage of information, facts, opinions, 

chatter. None of it could save us. True salvation 

comes only through real, historical facts and events, 

not through mere philosophy, opinions, political 

parties, and human whims. Thus, we can have 

solidly grounded faith. In Christ, we have the ship 

arriving to bring us home. What specifically is this 
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news of rescue and salvation upon which our faith is 

built?    

 

1. Our faith is built on the good news of Jesus’ 

death, resurrection, teaching, and ascension.   

Luke is reminding Theophilus of what he wrote 

about in his first volume  (Luke's Gospel). He 

reminds Theophilus, his original readers, and us, 

about “all that Jesus did and taught” prior to his 

ascension. Luke originally wrote one work in two 

volumes: Luke-Acts.  

 

If you read the first statements in Luke, then the last 

statements, and then the passage we are looking at 

this morning, you can clearly see the literary “glue 

marks” where these were held together thematically.   

 

Let us look at the 4 aspects of this news that Luke 

mentions. We could spend many sermons and much 

time on each of these, but we will have to limit 

ourselves.   

 

First,  Jesus’ main reason for being born was to 

suffer and die  for the sins of us fallen people.  
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Apart from his death on the cross, his life would be 

just another story of a great teacher and leader, and 

founder of a religion. Jesus suffered and died as the 

fulfillment of all of God's redemptive plans for 

humanity, starting with His people, Israel. “History 

is full of men who would be Gods, but only one God 

who would be man.” Think of the loyalty shown to 

dictators like Stalin, Hitler, Marcos, Castro. People 

long for a god to come down and rescue them. Their 

longing for a god incarnate is so powerful, they will 

worship and adore even abusive and violent 

dictators, and remain loyal to them even at their 

funerals, when there is no longer any reason to fear 

punishment. Only Jesus is worthy of such loyalty. 

Only Jesus can be loved fully, without danger of 

idolatry. In fact, we can never love Jesus too much. 

We never do love Jesus enough.   

   

Second,  Jesus died for our sins, indeed.  

But if he had remained in the tomb, you would 

probably never have heard of him. In fact, 

crucifixion was very common in those times. Many 

were crucified as Jesus was. That was not unusual. 

There were also many failed religious leaders whose 

religious movements and followers came to nothing 



Page 5 of 9 
 

in the end (See Acts 5:33-40). But Jesus’ rising from 

the  dead  after 3 days was his vindication, and the 

proof that His death was a provisional sacrifice for 

sins. Jesus did what no one had done before or since: 

He conquered the conqueror. I love the title of John 

Owen’s book, The Death Of Death In The Death Of 

Christ. Say it with me: the DEATH of death, in the 

DEATH of Christ. Death has been dealt a fatal blow, 

forever. Praise the Lord! It is finished! This victory 

came through Jesus’ resurrection  on the third day. 

We can shout it out now, not just on Easter: Christ is 

risen. He is risen indeed. We need the message of 

Easter all through the year.    

 

Third, Jesus showed Himself  to His disciples, 

and taught  in the power of the Holy Spirit, for 40 

days after His resurrection.  

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:6 that He showed 

Himself once to more than 500 people. That's quite a 

crowd of witnesses.  He went about encouraging His 

followers, and instructing them about God's plans 

for them in the world. In other words, the 

resurrection was followed by real, physical,  active 

presence  : Jesus hung around and left an impression. 

He acted as Lord. His acts were visible, recordable, 
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memorable. Many Pediatricians in the 40’s and 50’s 

recommended a cold, distant form of parenting. 

Then, Dr. Spock swung pendulum to the other 

extreme of pampering children. Can you imagine 

remaining distant and untouchable to your own 

children in order to toughen them up? Jesus 

comforted his followers, and He comforts us in an 

even more intimate way. Do you know how? How 

does Jesus stay close to us? He remains close by 

sending the Holy Spirit to indwell us. Praise the 

Lord for sending the Comforter to comfort us. This 

is why Jesus told Mary not to cling to Him outside 

the tomb that first Easter morning.    

 

Fourth,  Jesus ascended.  

This means that the Lord Jesus now reigns in 

heaven, seated at God's right hand (See Luke 24:50-

53). Jesus intercedes for His people, and rules as 

Lord of the universe. The Civil War General Robert 

E. Lee was physically very distinguished looking, 

and often rode sitting high up on his horse. He was 

not afraid to get dirty in battle, and he was renowned 

for his great bravery. But his men were encouraged 

to see that he was also set apart and high up. I am 

thankful that Jesus reigns from heaven and His 



Page 7 of 9 
 

suffering on earth is finished. Do you take comfort 

and strength from knowing that Jesus is seated next 

to the Father, and reigns there now, and will for 

eternity. We worship an ascended Lord. He is in a 

position of power, sovereignty, and lordship. Our 

God really does reign.               

 

2.  Our faith is built on the good news of the 

kingdom of God.    

Jesus did not teach us to join any political parties or 

to follow any particular world leaders. He did not 

encourage us to put our hope in worldly systems of 

influence or prestige. He never taught us that we 

should seek riches or influence, worldly success and 

ambition, as ends in themselves. In this sense, Jesus 

was a true revolutionary.   

 

He taught us to seek the kingdom of God, which was 

being inaugurated through Him: His kingdom, 

coming to earth while yet not being fully present 

until the end of this world and the final judgement. 

One way of saying it is, Jesus told us to live in and 

for God's kingdom, which is already and not yet  , at 

the same time.  
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Jesus even told us many good things will be added 

to our lives if we prioritize His kingdom and 

righteousness. Life in God's kingdom is a radical 

reversal of life in worldly kingdoms: it is life 

characterized by holiness, love, forgiveness, 

faithfulness, righteousness. It is life in the power of 

the Holy Spirit, lived in the service of God, for the 

good of others, and to the praise of His glory now 

and forevermore.  

 

After the turbulent campaigns and election, with 

news of a divided America, we need the hope of 

God's kingdom more than ever. What does it say on 

your Passport? What does it say on your Green 

Card? Your birth certificate? Your voter registration 

card? Driver’s license? You are a citizen, first and 

foremost, of God's kingdom, if you are a Christian. 

Do you want to live in His kingdom? Do you want 

to seek His kingdom? Are you living in it now? Seek 

His kingdom and righteousness, now.   

There are myriad false kingdoms of Satan, set up in 

this world as though they offered refuge and utopia. 

Communism fosters these. Think of Cuba. Pastor 

Hong told us about the heavy heart he experienced 

these past weeks, seeing Cubans walking around as 
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if they were robots programmed to be loyal to 

Castro, even after his death. They did not feel safe 

criticizing him, or his brother (the new dictator) until 

they were safe in Miami. But the heart of human 

longing and joy cannot be hidden forever. It cannot 

be buried. A spark remains, lit by God's grace, and 

common grace. Think of Cuban music, cuisine, and 

art. Beautiful!   

 

Conclusion:  

Castaway, again. A bottle, again with note inside. 

Wait here. Jesus is going to rescue you. Trust in 

Him. He will never leave you or forsake you. You 

are safe with Him. He says to you, “I did not come, 

like these dictators, to be served. No, I came to 

serve, and to give my life as a ransom, for many.” 

Thank you Jesus! Praise the Lord! 


