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ESF Lord’s Day service message 

12/6/2015 

Finishing Well  
2 Timothy 4:7 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. 

 

Today we are ending the first week of the last month of this year. We have 

only four weeks to finish this year. It is time to think about finishing the 

year well. In the last days of Paul’s life, he said, “I have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  

By this word, he meant that he was able to finish his life well.  

To finish well as Paul did, we need to believe three things. They are God’s 

reward, God’s hope, and God’s grace.  

 

God’s reward  
To finish well by fighting the good fight, we need to be faithful until the 

last day and last minute. Being faithful is more important than winning 

races or battles in our lives. In the Bible we see that all people of faith 

who finished well did not win every battle in their lives. God does not 

expect us to win every battle every time. But God commands us to be 

faithful all the time. 

1 Corinthians 4:2, Now it is required that those who have been given a 

trust must prove faithful. 

Revelation 2:10, Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give 

you life as your victor’s crown. 

 

When you finish this year, you may have not won every race or battle. But 

still you can finish well by being faithful. How can you be faithful to the 

end? By trusting that God has given you a talent which you must take care 

of and by trusting that He will surely reward you if you are faithful to take 

care of that talent. We all have received talents which God gave us this 

year –time, resource, health, people etc. In terms of time God has given 

us equal talent this year- 365 days.  There is no one who does not have a 

God given talent.  
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In the story of the Talent in Matthew ch.25, Jesus teaches the importance 

of faithfulness in taking care of our talents either big or small. In the 

story, the master distributed different amount of talents to each of his 

servants. Then some time later, the master came to see how they carried 

out their duty in managing the talents. The man who had received two 

talents gained two more talents, another man who had received five 

talents gained five more talents. The master equally praised both of them 

for their faithfulness. Matthew 25:21-23 

'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master's happiness!'   

 

'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master's happiness!'  

 

As we see here, the master’s main concern was not how much more they 

gained with their talents, but how faithfully, they managed the talents 

they had.     

 

It's exciting and inspiring to witness great finishes. And a great finish 

doesn't necessarily mean winning the race. It means faithfulness. Listen 

to this story of faithfulness by finishing well. At 7 p.m. on October 20, 

1968, a few thousand spectators remained in the Mexico City Olympic 

Stadium. It was almost dark. The last of the marathon runners were 

stumbling across the finish line. 

 

Finally, the spectators heard the wail of sirens from police cars. As eyes 

turned to the gate, a lone runner wearing the colors of Tanzania 

staggered into the stadium. His name was John Stephen Akhwari. He 

was the last contestant to finish the 26-mile contest. His leg had been 

injured in a fall and was bloodied and crudely bandaged. He hobbled the 

final lap around the track. 
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The spectators rose and applauded him as though he were the winner. 

After he had crossed the finish line, someone asked him why he had not 

quit. He replied simply, "My country did not send me 5,000 miles to 

start the race. They sent me 5,000 miles to finish it."  
 
Video     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6oW9uYtJnA 

 

God gave us this year not just to start but to finish, and to finish 

faithfully. Don’t quit or give up finishing any task you have been doing 

this year. Parenting teenagers, studying difficult subjects, praying for 

something or somebody, whatever it is, keep doing it until the last day of 

this year and in the coming years. Your faithfulness may not be 

recognized by men. But God will surely reward you for faithfulness.  

 

God’s hope  
In a long race, many people may start well, but some people just quit at 

some point along the road when they face obstacles or hardships. To 

finish a race, a runner should prepare his mind not only to face hardships 

and obstacles on the road but also to endure the obstacles and hardships.  

 

When we started this year, we thought about it. We understood that there 

would be obstacles and hardships while we worked on our resolutions. 

And we have endured hardships. And we may be exhausted by the many 

hardships we have gone through during the last eleven months. 

Somehow we feel like giving up and we want to find a way to escape.   

 

When Paul said that he finished the race, he had endured many 

hardships, especially for doing good. How? By trusting in the hope of 

the Lord’s promise. He believed that God would make believers good 

soldiers of Christ if they endure (2 Tim. 2:3). He believed that if we 

endure, we will also reign with him (2 Tim. 2:12). 



Page 4 of 6 
 

So he encouraged all believers in Galatians 6:9,  Let us not become 

weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up.   
 

On Dec 7, 1941 the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and launched their 

assault on the Philippine Islands later that day. When all hope of saving 

the Philippines was lost, President Roosevelt ordered MacArthur to 

escape to Australia to organize the American war effort in the Pacific. 

MacArthur obeyed his order and, after sneaking aboard a submarine and 

sailing through enemy controlled seas, he arrived in Australia on March 

17, 1942. At that time he spoke a word which gave great hope to the 

Philippine resistence movement: “I came through, and I shall return.” 

It is said that the people of the Philippines rallied around MacArthur’s 

promise. They knew that MacArthur loved them. They trusted that he 

would not abandon them. And when life became nearly impossible 

under their Japanese conquerors, they whispered to each other: 

“MacArthur will come back! MacArthur will return.”  

 

And so it was that on Oct 20, 1944, Gen. MacArthur’s forces landed on 

Philippine soil and began the fight to free the Philippines from the 

Japanese. MacArthur stood on that beach and, in a moment for the ages, 

uttered his most famous quote, “I have returned. By the grace of 

Almighty God, our forces stand again on Philippine soil.”   

 

Have you faced lots of hardships during the last eleven months? Have 

you become weary of doing good? Do you feel like quitting at this 

point? You may be tempted to quit with many reasons. But endure with 

hope that God will fulfill His promise of deliverance for you. Endure 

with hope that God will use your endurance to make you strong and 

make your life fruitful.   

 

God’s grace  
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To finish well we need to finish not only with our own efforts but also in 

God’s grace. When nonbelievers win a great race or a big battle, they 

think about only their own effort or luck.  

 

But you can never predict whether luck will be on your side or not. 

Trying to win battles by luck is an uncertain gamble.  

 

Believers know that there is something better than luck. It is God’s 

grace. God’s grace is not like unpredictable luck. It is predictable. God’s 

grace is always available to those who believe in His grace. Believing in 

God’s grace does not mean that it is ok for us to be lazy or negligent of 

our duties. While believers believe in God’s grace, they must do 

everything they can to carry out their duties.  

 

But, no matter how hard we work, we cannot finish well without God’s 

grace. If you try to finish anything well only by your own efforts, you 

will get easily tired and discouraged by failures. When you look back to 

what you have done during the past days of this year, you may find 

many failures. Also you may see that you have not been able to finish 

some important tasks you wanted to finish.  

 

But do not torture yourself by constantly remembering failures or 

unfinished tasks.  

 

Remember God’s grace. With His amazing grace, God always forgives 

us of our failures. With His grace, God always gives us another chance 

to improve. The reason why God has sent His Son Christ to us is to 

accept us even if we are imperfect, even if we are still sinners, even if 

we haven’t finished our tasks.   

 

Paul was thankful and full of praise when he held on to this truth. He 

said to the believers in Philippi in Philip. 1:36 this way: I thank my God 

every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
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pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 

day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.   

 

Paul did not think that he could finish his ministry for these believers by 

his own effort. Paul did not think that these believers could finish well 

by their own effort. Paul believed that by God’s grace they would be 

able to finish well.  

 

A few years ago Billy Graham was honored in his hometown of 

Charlotte, North Carolina. Billy Graham is in his eighties and suffering 

from Parkinson’s disease. He agreed to respond briefly at the end of this 

great tribute from his hometown. He concluded by saying, ’See this suit 

I’m wearing? It’s a brand new suit. It’s a very good suit. My children 

and my grandchildren are telling me that I’m not keeping my clothing as 

up-to-date as I used to. So I went out and bought this suit. I don’t know 

how much longer I’m going to be alive. And, frankly, this is the suit in 

which I’m going to be buried. Thank you for honoring me this day. The 

final word I want to leave with you is this: One of these days I’m going 

to die. When I do, I want you to know, because of Jesus Christ, I not 

only know who I am, but I know where I’m going. I hope you do too!’ 

And he sat down."  

 

While you do your best to finish well your duties and tasks of this year, 

you have to depend upon God’s grace more than upon your own effort. 

In God’s grace there is always encouragement and reason not to give up. 

By God’s grace we can finish well in spite of our weaknesses and 

failures.    

 


