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The King of Peace and Humility  

Mark 11:1-11 

 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at 

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, 

"Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a 

colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
3 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you doing this?' tell him, 'The Lord 

needs it and will send it back here shortly.'"  4 They went and found a 

colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some 

people standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" 
6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 
7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he 

sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and 

those who followed shouted, "Hosanna!"  "Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord!"  10 "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 

David!"   "Hosanna in the highest!"  11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and 

went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was 

already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.  

 

Today, Palm Sunday, marks the beginning of the end for Jesus’ earthly 

life. The first day in what was to be his last week. On Friday of the 

week, He would be crucified and die. His body would be in a tomb on 

Friday night and all day Saturday, then raised to life again on the 

following Sunday morning. 

 

Usually in ancient time, a king or general who was marching to battle 

or returning from a victory in a war, rode on the best horse. Jesus was 

entering Jerusalem to fight the power of the devil and death and to be 

victorious over them. With victory He would be the King of all kings. 

But Jesus did not ride on the best horse but on a colt. What lessons does 

the King teach us with that?  

 

Prepare well and in advance for all battles in your life  
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Jesus prepared ahead to find a colt and be ready to use the colt.  

He planned to ride a colt (donkey) to fulfill the promise of God 

regarding the coming of the Messiah.  

 

Through the prophet Zechariah God promised that the Savior would 

come by riding on a donkey: Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  

     Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  

See, your king comes to you,  

     righteous and having salvation,  

     gentle and riding on a donkey,  

     on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zechariah9:9) 

       

The focus of His plan and preparation was on following God’s will and 

accomplishing God’s promise. 

 

Jesus could have done it differently. Jesus could have said to the 

disciples: Let’s go to Jerusalem, and let’s see what animal is available. 

If there is a donkey I will ride on it. But if there is no donkey I will ride 

on anything and or I will just walk into the city. He did not do it that 

way.  

 

Of course He could have entered the city by walking. But He rode on a 

donkey, which He had prepared ahead of time. The right donkey was 

available at the right time, because He prepared in advance for getting a 

donkey. 

 

Not only at that time, but also in every occasion in His life, Jesus made 

plans and prepared well and ahead of time to accomplish the plan. In 

fact, He spent thirty years in preparing for His three years of public 

ministry. He prepared for the battle of the cross which He would face 

that week for thirty three years. Then He overcame all suffering and 

pain of the crucifixion and won the final battle, the battle against the 

devil and the battle against the power of death.     

 

Jesus teaches us the truth that preparing well and ahead of time for the 

battles in our lives is a key to winning the battles. Jesus gives us two 
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good illustrations to teach us the importance of preparation in Luke 

14:28-33. 

Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down 

and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For 

if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees 

it will ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able 

to finish.'  

 

Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he 

not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 

men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he 

is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way 

off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who 

does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  

 

Living by faith does not mean that it is ok for us to live without careful, 

thoughtful and wise preparation for battles in our lives. While we trust 

that God will guide us and provide us with what we need, we must do 

our part. It is to make good plans. It is to prepare well and ahead of 

time to accomplish our plans.  

 

People who are living victorious lives are the people who are well 

prepared for battles in their lives. One day a reporter asked a military 

general who had won many great battles, “What is the secret of your 

victories in so many battles?” He simply answered that he arrived at 

every meeting at least 30 minutes ahead of the scheduled time.  

 

Preparing ahead is the key to a victorious life. Before you do anything, 

take enough time to pray, seeking God’s guidance to prepare well and 

in advance for the things to come.      

 

Fight battles in life with gentleness and humility  

Once upon a time there was a good and kind king who had a great 

kingdom with many cities. In one distant city, some people took 

advantage of the freedom the king gave them and started doing evil. 

They profited through their evil and began to fear that the king would 

interfere and throw them in jail. Eventually these rebels seethed with 
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hatred for the king. They convinced the city that everyone would be 

better off without the king, and the city declared its independence from 

the kingdom. 

But soon, with everyone doing whatever they wanted, disorder reigned 

in the city. There was violence, hatred, lying, oppression, murder, rape, 

and fear. The king thought: “What should I do? If I take my army and 

conquer the city by force, the people will fight against me, and I’ll have 

to kill so many of them, and the rest will only submit through fear or 

intimidation, which will make them hate me and all I stand for even 

more. How does that help them – to be either dead or imprisoned or 

secretly seething with rage? But if I leave them alone, they’ll destroy 

each other, and it breaks my heart to think of the pain they’re causing 

and experiencing.” 

So the king did something very surprising. He took off his robes and 

dressed in the rags of a homeless wanderer. Incognito, he entered the 

city and began living in a vacant lot near a garbage dump. He took up a 

trade – fixing broken pottery and furniture. Whenever people came to 

him, his kindness and goodness and fairness and respect were so 

striking that they would linger just to be in his presence. They would 

tell him their fears and questions, and ask his advice. He told them that 

the rebels had fooled them, that the true king had a better way to live, 

which he exemplified and taught. One by one, then two by two, and 

then by the hundreds, people began to have confidence in him and live 

his way. 

Their influence spread to others, and the movement grew and grew 

until the whole city regretted its rebellion and wanted to return to the 

kingdom again. But, ashamed of their horrible mistake, they were 

afraid to approach the king, believing he would certainly destroy them 

for their rebellion. But the king-in-disguise told them the good news: he 

himself was king, and he loved them. He held nothing against them, 

and welcomed them back into his kingdom. By his humble and gentle 

presence among them, the king accomplished what never could have 

been accomplished through brutal force.  

 

Up until the time when Jesus was preparing to enter Jerusalem to suffer 

and die, He had been living among sinful people for 33 years, He had 

been ministering among them for 3 years. Although he gave many hints 
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at His identity, He seldom came out and said it. Up until this point in 

the Gospel, He is the king in disguise. The story of the triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem is where he comes out and says it, “I am the King.” 

 

By riding on a donkey when He was entering Jerusalem to be their 

King, Jesus proclaimed that He is the King of humility and gentleness. 

The devil always promotes pride and destructive violence in our lives. 

But Jesus, the King of all kings, brings humility and gentleness.   

 

The Israelites had been waiting for a long time for a king who could 

save them from political oppression, social injustice and all the 

problems in their lives.  
 

So, when they thought that Jesus was entering the city as the king 

whom they had been waiting for, they started praising Jesus as their 

king. 
 

 “Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

Hosanna means “Save now.” People were recognizing that Jesus had 

come to them as the Savior King. 

 

When Jesus came to be the King, the Savior, He did not use a stallion. 

He used a colt to prove that He is the king who enters our hearts not by 

force but by gentleness and humility. He accomplishes God’s promise 

of salvation through peace and humility. He brings victory without 

violent fighting but with a peaceful parade.  

 

Jesus won the difficult battle of suffering and crucifixion through 

gentleness and humility. Jesus’ humble and peaceful presence brings 

the presence of the living God into our lives. In times of troubles, in 

times of turmoil, the King brings God’s presence where we can find 

peace and joy.  
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Let the king of peace and humility rule your heart. If you fight battles 

in your life with pride and with power of flesh, you will eventually lose 

the battles. But if you handle the battles with the spirit of peace and 

humility you will win. 

 

Find the precious value of life in the King  

Riding a donkey in those days was nothing unusual. But when Jesus 

rode it that day, it became special. A donkey can neither be as strong as 

a horse nor run as fast as a horse. But the Lord used a donkey for 

marching to the most important battle, the battle against the devil. By 

doing so, Jesus teaches us that an ordinary thing can be something very 

special, something very precious if it is used by Him.  

 

Do you look at the way your life has turned out and wish that it was all 

different? Do you long for something to change that would make it all 

bearable? James Dobson points out that 95% of all teenagers look at 

their body and wish some part of it could be changed. It is too fat, too 

thin, too tall, too short and etc. Always something is wrong. Not only 

teenagers but also many adults live with the feeling of unhappiness 

because who they are not and what they don’t have.  
 

Jesus said that He came that the blind might see, the deaf hear and the 

lame walk, while the poor have good news preached to them (Luke 

4:18). His words were not only about physical healing but also more 

importantly healing our crippled mind and spirits. Through coming to 

us by riding on a donkey, Jesus encourages every one of us to realize 

that in Him every one has value, everyone is precious, everyone can be 

chosen by God and be used by God.  

 

You and I have meaning because we are chosen by God. You would 

not be here if you had not already, in some way, felt his hand on your 

life. But it is far more than that. God has chosen you. Do you know that 

your parents did not create you? No matter how your parents wished 

and planned to have a child, they could not create you. They could not 

create you according to their wish or will. God did. Listen to the word 

in Psalm 139:13-14,   
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For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's 

womb.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 

are wonderful, I know that full well.  
 

God created you. He chose you. He decided before you were born 

whether you would be male or female, have brown eyes or blue, be tall 

or short, whether you had skill in mathematics or could fashion things 

with your hands. You were chosen before you were born, and a role for 

your life has been given. 
 

Listen to Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 

to do. Hear that. You and I were created by God, in Jesus, to do good 

works which God prepared in advance for us to do. Think about that.  

 

Can you imagine a donkey trying to be a horse? It will never happen. 

The donkey will become miserable. You should be just yourself. Don’t 

ask why you are just like you. Accept yourself as a valuable person 

who can be chosen by the humble King and used by Him. In fact, the 

humble King does not use proud horses, but humble donkeys. You can 

be used when you accept yourself as an ordinary person but a child of 

God.   

 

Let Him use you. Be available to Him always. When God was seeking 

a servant, God spoke in front of Isiah, “Whom shall I sent? And who 

will go for us?” To that words Isiah responded, “Here am I. Send me” 

(Isaiah 6:8).  

 

Whatever the Lord asks you to do, respond gladly and willingly: Lord 

Here I am. I am ready to listen to you to follow your call, obey your 

instruction. And He will assure you of your self-worth. He will let you 

realize how valuable a person you really are, how important a person 

you are just as you are.   
 


