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ESF, Lord’s day service message 

4/9/2017 

 The Power of Peace, Humility and Praise  

Luke 19:28-38  

28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount 

of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30”Go to the village 

ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no 

one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why 

are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32Those who were sent 

ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying 

the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They 

replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35They brought it to Jesus, threw their 

cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread 

their cloaks on the road. 37When he came near the place where the road 

goes down the Mount Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully 

to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38”Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in 

heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 

Jesus’ last week on earth began with marching. He started marching on 

Sunday. 5 days later, on Friday, He would be going to the cross to die. He 

was marching to die on the cross.  

 

But it was not an ordinary death. This death was a battle against the devil 

who used Judas to betray Him for money, who used religious leaders to 

condemn Him as a blasphemer and who used a politically motivated 

Roman governor to sentence Him to torture and crucifixion. More than all 

these, it was a battle against death itself.  And He marched to fight the 

battle and win the battle.    

Then, what were the weapons Jesus used to win the battle? He used 

three weapons, which we would not consider as weapons. They were 
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peace, humility and praise (PHP). Today, Jesus teaches us how to win 

the battles in our lives with these weapons.   

 

Peace 

In furious battles, there is violent fighting and lots of destructive weapons 

are used. However, Jesus did not fight violently with physical weapons. 

He fought the battle with peace.  

When Jesus was entering Jerusalem to fight the devil, the king of the 

world, He did not ride on a horse but on a donkey (colt). According to 

Jewish custom a king who was riding upon a donkey was regarded as a 

king of peace (Zech. 9:9). Therefore, by riding on a donkey, He 

demonstrated that He would fight the battle with the power of peace.  

 

Why is peace more powerful than violence? Violence rules only the world 

outside of human hearts. Peace rules human hearts. Violence rules the 

world with painful fear. Peace rules the world with joy. A kingdom ruled 

by violence lasts for but a short while. A kingdom ruled by peace lasts 

forever.  

 

This is why Christ fights the devil with peace. Peace is His weapon to 

crush the violent devil. He won the battle through the way of peace. He is 

the prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6). He does not quarrel or cry out and no one 

will hear his voice in the street (Matthew 12:19). He does not break a 

bruised reed. He does not snuff out a smoldering wick (Matthew 12:20). 

He said to His disciples, “I give you my peace that the world cannot give” 

With this word, He encouraged His disciples to overcome the violent 

world with His peace.  

 

How could Jesus be in peace and use the peace as a weapon to defeat the 

devil at that time? He trusted that God was in control of the situation He 

would face in Jerusalem. Peace is one of God’s gifts to those who trust in 

Him. Confidence in God drives out fear and anxiety. Peace comes from 

steadfast trust in God.  
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Isiah 26:3 says, You(God) will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is 

steadfast, because he trusts in you (God). 

If we depend on men or material things, we will have only temporary peace. 

Whatever we trust in the world, will last only for a moment. But if we trust in 

God we will receive peace which lasts forever. Because, God is the rock who 

endures forever. He is the Eternal One. He is the only Rock upon which eternal 

life can be built. Turmoil and assaults cannot change or alter Him. He alone 

stands sure and enduring. 

 

In the north Atlantic, icebergs are often seen in the wintertime. Ships sailing 

the Atlantic are often caught in violent storms. Mighty vessels are tossed about 

like toys by the mountainous waves which are driven by ferocious winds. How 

different it is with the icebergs. Like majestic, white castles, they glide placidly 

through the heaving sea. They are defiant of the mighty waves which are hurled 

against their towering walls and glistening heads. They do not bob about like 

a cork because the major portion of the iceberg is deep in the ocean where there 

is calm. Only one-ninth of an iceberg is above the ocean surface. 

 

Likewise, how wonderful it is that while the storms of life are at their height 

the trusting soul may experience a deep-down calm and quiet confidence. The 

believers, who put their trust in God, the eternal rock, can be protected from 

the distracting waves of doubt, fear, and worry caused by troubling 

circumstances. They can overcome all storms with the peace of God.  

 

Humility  

In the political world, humility is very rare. Most kings try to promote 

themselves as greater than others. Politicians do their best to convince 

people that they are better than others, and they have better assets than 

others have. However wise kings and politicians try to be humble. 

Because humility give them long lasting power. A Persian king was lifted 

out of a life of poverty and deposited into the luxury of the royal throne. 

After he became the king, he sent some servants to the old shack that he 

once lived in. The place of his birth and rearing. The servants were 

instructed to gather every relic of that part of his life. They brought from 
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his home: broken toys, an old patched shirt, an old wooden bowl from 

which he ate, an unstable rocking chair and many other worthless 

memories of his childhood. He arranged all these in a special room in his 

palace and each day he would go into this room and sit for an hour and 

offer thanks recalling the memories of his humble past. On the wall hung 

a prayer: “Lest I forget!” 

 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem to defeat the devil and to become the king 

of kings, He humbled Himself. How? By riding on a donkey.  

 

In ancient times, all the generals, commanders and kings who marched to 

fight their enemies rode on the best stallion. They would ride on the best 

horses not only to demonstrate their superior authority but also to take 

advantage of the superior fighting power of these horses.  

 

At that time, Jesus was marching to Jerusalem as the Son of God, as the 

King of all kings. The King of all kings was marching to fight the enemy 

of all men, the devil. Then should He not ride on the best of horses 

available in those days? Why did He ride on a colt which was only ridden 

by ordinary people?  

 

Colts or donkeys were reserved for the servants and the poor people. By 

riding on a colt, Jesus demonstrated that He was the humble and gentle 

king. By riding on a colt He proved the truth that the power to defeat the 

devil comes from nothing but humility and gentleness.  

 

The devil is the spirit of pride (Ezekiel 28:12-19). He does not know 

how to be humble. Proud people are in the hands of the devil without 

knowing that they are in the devil’s hands. 

The proud devil is also a harsh spirit. There is no gentleness in the spirit 

of the devil. The devil’s job is harshly accusing, condemning, attacking, 

dividing, destroying and killing. The devil provokes us to be proud and 
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harsh. The devil provokes us to fight flesh and blood with anger and 

harshness of spirit. If we fight our battles with pride, anger and a harsh 

spirit, we will be trapped by the devil’s scheme. Even if we see victory by 

fighting with these weapons, the victory is not our victory but the devil’s 

victory.  

 

To defeat the devil’s temptation and provocation, we need humility and 

gentleness. In the last battle- the battle on the cross- the devil provoked 

Jesus to be bitter, harsh and angry against those who insulted him, mocked 

at him, humiliated him, and tortured him.  

 

But Jesus knew that if He fought to keep His pride, to protect His ego, and 

if He fought with anger and bitterness, He would fall into the deadly trap 

of the devil. So, He fought with the devil with humility and gentleness. 

This is why He used the weapons of humility by riding on a colt.  

 

The devil always promotes pride and destructive violence in our lives. 

But Jesus, the King of all kings, brings humility and gentleness. To live 

with the power to defeat the devil we must live with the Lord’s spirit of 

humility and gentleness.   

 

We cannot live with humility by our own effort. We must constantly 

remember that we are proud sinners and only when the humble Lord Jesus 

is in us we can be humble by His spirit.   

 

If you fight your battles with pride and anything that comes from your 

flesh, you will lose those battles. But if you fight your battles with the 

humility of Christ you will win those battles.  
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Praise  

With humility and peace, Jesus added one more weapon to fight the 

devil. It is praise. On the road to fight the devil, Jesus marched with the 

praise of His followers. 

 

The devil is a mean spirit. The devil is the spirit of complaint, despair and 

depression. The devil has no reason to praise. The devil emphasizes and 

exaggerates the negative aspect of everything in our lives. The devil 

always depresses us with dark and hopeless feelings and thoughts. The 

devil makes us always too depressed to sing. With many different kinds 

of tools, the devil robs us of joy day and night.  

 

It was a very serious matter for Jesus to enter Jerusalem where He would 

be crucified on the cross. It was marching to die a most painful death. It 

was a very solemn moment. The devil tried to terrify Jesus by 

emphasizing suffering and death on the cross. The devil used this moment 

to pull Jesus down to a hopeless and fearful state. The devil tried to put 

Jesus in the ultimate of despair and depression.  

 

But Jesus had the people praise God and Him joyfully: “Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the 

highest” Here the phrase, He who comes in the name of the Lord means 

Savior. So the crowd praised Jesus as the victorious Savior. Jesus used 

praise as a weapon to defeat the devil’s spirit of depression and despair. 

How did He do that?  

 

Jesus looked beyond the pain and death on the cross to God’s redemption 

for all sinners through His death. Jesus saw not only the suffering on the 

cross but also the glory in the resurrection after the cross.  

  

Here, Jesus teaches us to live with songs of praise always regardless of 

conditions. Although there are trials and pains in our lives, we can live 
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with songs of praise when we have faith in the final victory of Jesus’ 

resurrection. By praising the Lord we can march with Him in faith and 

win over all dark powers in our lives.   

 

There was a man who was suffering from cancer. He had an aggressive 

tongue cancer. To save his life, the doctor would have to cut out his 

tongue. Just before the doctor performed the surgery, the doctor said to 

the man, “You may speak whatever you want to speak now before 

surgery. These will be your last words.” The man spoke, “Praise the 

Lord!”   

 

The best way to celebrate the victory in Jesus is to praise Him. By praising 

the Lord, we can march toward victory with Him. By praising the Lord, 

we can crush the head of the Devil who always tries to depress us and 

discourage us with all kinds of dark, negative thoughts. So if you want to 

march to victory, praise the Lord today.  

 

Through praising we can create a spirit of hope instead of a spirit of 

despair! Praise cuts the ropes of despair. Praise unlocks the jail of 

depression. Praise sets our spirits free. We can’t change our 

circumstances. But praise puts our circumstances in the right 

perspective. Psalm 142:2 says, “Every day I will praise you and extol your 

name for ever and ever.”     

 

Every day you have the awesome opportunity to praise the King. You can 

thank Him for all His blessings in your life. You can praise Him for all 

the great things He has done for you. Praise Him in the morning, praise 

Him in the evening, praise Him when the sun goes down. Don’t let a day 

slip by, don’t let the King pass you by without giving Him the glory that 

is due His Name.  

 


