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ESF, Sunday Message 

7/31/2016 

All Things Are Possible With God 
Matthew 19:16-26 

 

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must 

I do to get eternal life?"   

17"Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only 

One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments."   

18"Which ones?" the man inquired. 

Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do 

not give false testimony,  19 honor your father and mother,' and 'love your 

neighbor as yourself.'"   

20"All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?"   

21Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 

follow me."   

22When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had 

great wealth.   

23Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  24Again I tell you, it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of God."   

25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, 

"Who then can be saved?"   

26Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with 

God all things are possible."   

 

There was a 747 jetliner that was flying over the Atlantic. When it was 

halfway across the Ocean, the captain got on the loudspeaker and said, 
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“Ladies and Gentlemen, we have lost one of our engines, but we can still 

reach London with the three we have left. Unfortunately, this will make 

us one hour late.” 

 

An hour later the captain made another announcement, “Sorry, but we 

lost another engine. No need to worry because we can still make it on 

two. However, this will make us two hours late.” 

 

A short while later, the passengers heard the captain’s voice again, 

“Guess what folks? We just lost our third engine, but rest assured -- we 

can fly with only one. We will now arrive in London three hours late.” 

 

At this point, one passenger became furious and shouted out, “For Pete’s 

sake, if we lose another engine we’ll be up here all night!” 

 

Like a plane losing power, many of us are running on only one engine as 

well. Although we are doing everything we can, we’re losing altitude 

and experiencing a power failure.  

 

The rich man in this text also had this problem. He tried to keep all 

God’s commandments. He had lots of money. But his wealth, and his 

keeping of the commandments did not give him the peace and joy he 

needed.  He felt insecure and was not sure whether he would go to hell 

or heaven when he died.   

 

So, he came to Jesus and asked, “How can I get eternal life?” He felt that 

it was impossible for him to get eternal life. But Jesus taught him how he 

could turn the impossible into the possible. By this word, Jesus also 

teaches us how we can turn the impossible into the possible.  
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God makes everything possible with love 

The man in this text had tried hard to keep all the laws. He kept the 

Sabbath holy. He honored his parents. He did not commit adultery. He 

did not steal. He believed that by keeping the laws, he could be good 

enough to go to heaven.  

 

But his heart was troubled. He was not sure whether God approved of 

him as a righteous person. He was not sure whether he could go to 

heaven after he died. He did not have peace in his heart. So he was 

wondering “What’s wrong with me” “What more must I do?” “Is there 

anything more I must do to be sure of eternal life?” 

 

So when he came to Jesus, he asked Jesus “What must I do to get eternal 

life?”  

 

Jesus answered him “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.”  

The man replied, “All commandments I have already kept.” He thought 

he had obeyed all the commandments. However, he did not understand.  

 

The reason Jesus told him to obey the commandments was to help him 

realize that he was unable to keep all the commandments. There is no 

one who can keep all the commandments. In fact, if he had kept all the 

commandments as he believed, he would have had peace in his heart and 

he would have had confidence of his righteousness before God.  

  

So, Jesus told him to do the one thing he had never done, “If you want to 

be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” If he had obeyed all 

the commandments as he believed, he would have obeyed this word 

also. Because the key to keeping all commandments is loving God more 

than anything or anyone else. By this word Jesus tested him as to 
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whether he loved God more than anything else.  The man was unable to 

obey this word. It was evidence that he was unable to keep the 

commandments perfectly. Not only for this man, but for all of us it is 

impossible to keep all of God’s commandments perfectly.  

 

When we do not obey His commandments perfectly, it is impossible for 

us not to be condemned. It is impossible for us to be forgiven. It is 

impossible for us to make peace with God. It is impossible for us to have 

peace in our hearts.  

 

To make impossible obedience possible God sacrificed His son Jesus to 

pay the penalty for all our violations against His commandments. The 

reason God sacrificed His only son is because He loves us: For God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). God’s love is 

the key to sacrificing His own son for us. God’s love is what makes the 

impossible possible. Nothing can limit His love for you: Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? … No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

…neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 

nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 8:35-39). God’s love makes you 

overcome everything impossible.    

 

When you try to overcome difficulties in your life, and find that it is 

impossible for you to overcome them, think about God’s love. If you do 

not have peace in your heart today, trust in God’s unconditional love for 

you. Before you think about how much you love God, think about how 

much God loves you.   
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God makes everything possible by grace 

God gives us the law through “the Ten Commandments.” This law gives 

us a list of “Dos” and Don’ts.” If we try to obey the law in the Ten 

Commandments by our own effort, we will fail. It is impossible for us to 

keep all of them. The commands include not only perfect purity in 

actions but also perfect purity in heart. There is no human being who can 

keep the law with perfect purity in action and heart. The law has no 

power to enable us to do this.  

 

So when the man said that he kept all the commandments, he 

misunderstood his ability to keep the law. In his actions he might follow 

some of the law. But he did not keep the most important commandment, 

“do not worship an idol.” Because possessions were his idol. To him his 

possessions were more important than God. When Jesus challenged him 

to sell all his possessions and follow Him, he became sad and could not 

give them up. Also in his heart, he did not really keep the law. He hated 

others from time to time. By hating others he committed the sin of 

murder (Matthew 5:22). He had lust in his heart. With lust, he had 

already committed the sin of adultery (Matthew 5:28).   

 

It is impossible for all men including ourselves to keep the law 

completely. So, if we can be righteous before God only by keeping the 

law, we become hopeless. If we are judged by keeping the law, we are 

condemned. There is no way to be forgiven.  

 

However, God has given us a way of forgiveness. It is His grace. By 

sacrificing His son Jesus on the cross, God paid all of the penalty for our 

sins. By the death of Jesus, God canceled all the debts of our sins. God 

promises us that He will forgive all our sins and gives us eternal life if 

we believe in this truth. This is grace. By this grace God makes what is 
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impossible for us to do possible- completely satisfying what the law 

requires, and becoming righteous before God.   

 

In the book of Numbers (21:4-9), the people of Israel were saved by this 

grace. They were traveling in the desert. They praised God when God 

performed miracles to provide them with what they needed. They 

honored God and obeyed His commands. But when their lives in the 

desert became difficult and tough, they complained against God. They 

did not obey God’s commands. So God condemned them to be bitten by 

poisonous snakes. And they were dying off. It was impossible for them 

to reverse the situation. It was impossible for them to get healed.  

 

In such a hopeless situation, Moses prayed for them. And God told 

Moses to make a bronze snake and put the snake on the top of a pole so 

that the dying people could look at it. Moses did what God told him to 

do. When the dying people looked at the snake they were immediately 

healed. So impossible healing turned into possible healing. They did 

nothing but look at the snake on the pole. The deliverance which was 

impossible by keeping the law became possible by God’s merciful grace.  

 

Only by believing in God’s grace can we be delivered from 

condemnation. Only by looking at the cross of Jesus we can receive 

God’s grace. Only by God’s grace, can we make the impossible 

possible.  

 

God makes everything possible by His Spirit 

What Jesus means by the phrase: “With God all things are possible” is 

that all things are possible by the power of the Holy Spirit. Trying to 

keep God’s commandments without the power of the Holy Spirit is like 

trying to cross the Pacific Ocean by swimming. But the Holy Spirit 

works in us like an airplane which can carry us over the Ocean. The 
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Holy Spirit empowers us to keep the commandments. Although the rich 

man could not obey Jesus’ word at that time, he could have obeyed at 

any time if the Holy Spirt empowered him.  

 

At the time of the prophet Zechariah, the Jews lived under great distress. 

Their nation had been destroyed by Babylon. They had lived for seventy 

years in exile in Babylon. The temple was also destroyed. When they 

returned to their home land after seventy years of exile, it was 

impossible for them to rebuild their nation and the temple. But God told 

them how they could make the impossible task possible through the 

prophet Zechariah. 

 

"This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by 

power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.  (Zech. 4:6) 

 

When Jesus gave the commandment for His disciples to reach out to the 

people of all nations, it was an impossible task for them to do.  

But Jesus promised that the impossible task would be possible by the 

empowering force of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). As Jesus promised they 

were empowered by the Holy Spirit. And by the power of the Holy 

Spirit they overcame obstacles which were impossible for them to 

overcome- persecutions, language barriers, devil’s attack etc.   

 

Do you think that it is impossible for you to lead anyone to Christ? Do 

you think that you are too old or too young to do something great? As 

you imagine, it may be impossible. But by the power of the Spirit of the 

Lord, that impossible goal can be possible.  Before you tackle an 

impossible task, believe in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Get down on 

your knees and ask God to empower you with His Spirit.  


