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A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people 

heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such large 

numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 

preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a 

paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to 

Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above 

Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying 

on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, 

your sins are forgiven.” 

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 

themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were 

thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking 

these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want 

you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 

home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. 

This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never 

seen anything like this!” 

In this text, when some people brought a paralyzed man to Jesus they 

believed that Jesus could heal him. Paralysis was an incurable sickness 

in those days. But as they believed, Jesus healed the man. It was a 

miracle.  
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We all are struggling with some kind of paralysis in our lives. We may 

not suffer physical paralysis but we may be paralyzed in different ways.  
 

Some of us are spiritually paralyzed. We haven’t made any significant 

spiritual advancement for a long time. Our relationships may be 

paralyzed. We may suffer from paralyzed emotions. Some of us can’t 

move because fear has us paralyzed. Others of us are paralyzed by bad 

habits.  

In such paralysis, you may feel helpless and hopeless.  

But today, Jesus is encouraging you to have hope, hope to be changed, 

hope to be healed and start a new life. All you need is faith. What kind 

of faith? Jesus encourages you to come to him through faith with a 

caring spirit, faith of teamwork, and faith which cares about spiritual 

matters first.   

 

Faith with a caring spirit    
The people who brought the paralyzed man to Jesus believed that Jesus 

could heal the man. But what also strongly motivated them to bring the 

man to the healer was not only faith but their caring heart for the 

paralyzed man. They felt sorry for the man’s miserable life. Their caring 

spirit for the man motivated them to do everything they could.  

 

When you use your faith to take care of others- the needy, the weak, the 

sick and the lost, your faith becomes active and strong. Then through 

your active faith, the Lord will bring a miracle. 

 

Faith with a caring spirit for people always brings a positive spirit, a 

spirit of doing something great.  

 

But faith without caring usually remains in a man’s mind and head. Faith 

without a caring spirit for others brings a cold and negative spirit. That is 

what happened to the teachers of the law in this text. When they saw the 

spiritual healing by Jesus of the paralyzed man, they complained: “Now 
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some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, "Why 

does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins 

but God alone?”  

 

To receive God’s mighty power in our lives we have to use our faith to 

take care of people. God is the God of caring. Jesus is the Lord of caring. 

God is pleased with us when we use our faith to take care of people.   

 

When we take care of people passionately, God releases his mighty 

power through our care. While we are caring for people with 

compassion, God takes care of them miraculously.  

 

When Jesus performed a miracle to feed five thousand people with just 

five loaves of bread and two fish, the main point he wanted to show his 

followers was not the miracle itself, but a caring spirit with a 

compassionate heart for the needy and the poor. What Jesus wanted to 

teach them was “If you want to receive God’s miracle, take care of the 

needy, the weak, the sick and the poor with a compassionate heart.” 

 

While we are caring for people with a compassionate heart, God gives us 

not only visible miracles but also invisible miracles. It is freedom from 

self-centeredness. We get depressed and live with a negative self-image 

when we live with self-centered thoughts. A self-centered person can 

never feel satisfied and always finds something depressing. But when we 

care for other people with compassion, God sets us free from self-

centered thoughts and fills us with a positive, uplifting, and encouraging 

spirit. That is more of a blessing than just a visible miracle.   

 

Do you want to see a supernatural miracle of God in your life? Use your 

faith to take care of others with a compassionate heart. Use your faith to 

be compassionate to all, even those who have brought so much trouble 

in your life. Use your faith to forgive them, to be merciful to them and to  
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pray for them. And God will be pleased with your faith. God will release 

miracles through your caring, compassionate and merciful faith.  

 

Faith of teamwork    

When we put our faith together and make a team work, we can have a 

stronger faith. And the Lord releases his mighty power through that faith.  

 

That’s what the Lord did through the faith of the four men in this text. 

When the four men put their faith together to help one needy person. 

 

When they brought a paralyzed man to the house where Jesus was, there 

were already lots of people in and around the house. They could not 

bring the paralyzed man to Jesus because of the crowd. It was an 

obstacle. Usually when one person faces such an obstacle, it is not easy 

for him to overcome it. The person may be overwhelmed by such an 

obstacle.  

But when the four people worked together with faith, they became bold 

and courageous. They did not give up on brining the paralytic to Jesus. 

They were determined to find a way to bring the man to Jesus by any 

means. They took the man to the top of the roof and made a hole in the 

roof and lowered the man down right in front of Jesus. They were able to 

break through the obstacle. Teamwork made their faith strong and bold. 

Then Jesus, seeing their faith, healed the paralytic.  

 

Nobody can achieve success alone but only in a team.  

Charles Osgood told the story of two ladies who lived in a rehab center. 

Each had suffered a stroke. Margaret's stroke left her left side restricted, 

while Ruth's stroke damaged her right side. Both of these ladies were 

accomplished pianists but had given up hope of ever playing again. The 

director of the center sat them down at a piano and encouraged them to 

play solo pieces together. They did, and a beautiful friendship developed.  
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This illustration is a picture of the church which needs to work together! 

What one person cannot do alone, two or more can do when they work 

together. Helen Keller also said, “Alone we can do so little, together we 

can do so much.” That’s the power of faith in teamwork.  

Jesus himself never worked alone. He always did his ministry with 12 

disciples.  Paul also always did ministry and mission together with other 

disciples, like Barnabas, Mark, Silas, Timothy, Luke, Aquila, Priscilla 

and others.  

That is why we have to gather together, as a team and do God’s ministry 

together in a church. 

We have seen many miracles while we put our faith together and served 

the Lord together. Such a ministry like ours which has so many diverse 

races and cultures is a miracle. It is a result of working together with 

faith – by translating one language to another, leading cell groups, caring 

for different language and ethnic groups, doing evangelism, etc.  
 

There are times when your faith may grow weak while you are 

struggling with obstacles. Then look for someone else around you with 

whom you can make a team of similar faith. When your faith is weak, 

the faith of others will keep your faith alive. With the faith of other 

people your faith can become stronger.  Through your faith in teamwork, 

God will turn obstacles in your life to opportunities for miracles.  

 

 

Faith that cares about spiritual matters first   

When the four men brought the paralytic man to Jesus, Jesus proclaimed 

forgiveness of the sins for the man. Jesus took care of his spiritual 

condition first. When the spiritual condition is taken care of first, the 

care of physical condition always follows. But even if a person’s 

physical condition is well cared for, it remains just temporarily if the 

person’s spiritual condition is not taken care of.  
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When you receive forgiveness of sins and have a right relationship with 

God, you will be well spiritually. Then your physical strength will 

certainly follow. But if you try to get healthy physically without getting 

in a right relationship with God, you will never fully taste a true healthy 

life.  

That is why the apostle John prays for believers the following in 3 John 

1:2 , “ Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all 

may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.”   

 

So when you care for others, follow Jesus’ example here. Take care of 

the spiritual condition of a person first before taking care of the physical 

needs of the person.    

 

These four men didn’t want to take the paralyzed friend to a restaurant to 

feed him. They didn’t want to take him down to the lake to have a fun 

time together. They wanted to share Christ with him. And that made all 

the difference in his life. 

 

The primary purpose of a believers’ ministry should be sharing Christ.  

If you share Christ with others, the Holy Spirit will release all kinds of 

power and wisdom through you. Because soul winning greatly pleases 

God. We should be anxious to share Christ with the people around us. 

There is no greater gift we can give to others than sharing Christ with 

them. 

 

The Healing House is in Kansas City. It’s a home for drug addicts 

started by a woman named Bobbie Jo. She had been walking the streets 

for many years but then someone cared enough to share the Gospel with 

her and she was born again. At the same time, her mother died and left 

her an inheritance. She knew that many of the women who were drug 

addicts worked the streets. So with her inheritance she bought an old 

retirement home and refurbished it. She invited the ladies to come and 
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live there and shared the Gospel with them. It filled up and she bought 

another complex to have more women. This one woman whose life was 

racked with sin but had been freed from it, was now passing on the Good 

News through which others became free.  

 

If you bring one needy person to Christ, Christ can transform that 

person’s entire life.   
 


