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Faith that Overcomes Crisis 

2 Kings 7:1-7  

 Elisha replied, “Hear the word of the LORD. This is what the LORD says: 

About this time tomorrow, a seah of the finest flour will sell for a shekel 

and two seahs of barley for a shekel at the gate of Samaria.” 

2 The officer on whose arm the king was leaning said to the man of God, 

“Look, even if the LORD should open the floodgates of the heavens, could 

this happen?” 

“You will see it with your own eyes,” answered Elisha, “but you will not 

eat any of it!” 

3 Now there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate. 

They said to each other, “Why stay here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘We’ll 

go into the city’—the famine is there, and we will die. And if we stay here, 

we will die. So, let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans and surrender. 

If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.” 

5 At dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they 

reached the edge of the camp, no one was there, 6 for the Lord had caused 

the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a great army, 

so that they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired the 

Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” 7 So they got up and fled in the 

dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys. They left 

the camp as it was and ran for their lives. 

 

Some years ago, there was a powerful earthquake in a small village. All 

the people in the village were very much alarmed and afraid of the shaking 

of the earth. But there was one person who remained calm without any 

fear during the earthquake. It was an old woman of whom all the village 
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people knew well. People were curious how the old woman could be so 

peaceful without any fear at such a dreadful time. So, they asked her, 

“Woman, are you not afraid?” The old woman said "No, I rejoice to know 

that I have a God who can shake the world”  
 

As earthquakes and storms may come without any warning, so crises in 

our lives may come at any time. When sudden crises hit us, everything in 

our lives may be shaken. But there is a way to face crises with peace of 

mind, even with hope. As the old woman did, if we have faith in God, we 

can face any crisis with peace of mind. Then, how can we have such a 

faith?  

 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Once, the city of Samaria, the capital of northern Israel, was sieged by a 

powerful Aramean army. The Aramean army was so strong that the 

Israelites could not fight them. The Aramean army just waited till all the 

food ran out inside the city. Finally, the people in the city had no food. All 

the people were starving to death. They were so hungry that some of them 

became crazy.  

 

Two women made plans to cook each one of their children. And, they 

killed one of their children and ate it. In such a tragic situation, there was 

no sign of deliverance. It was hard for the people in the city to believe in 

God’s deliverance. The king of Samaria gave up on trusting in God’s 

deliverance: “This disaster is from the Lord. Why should I wait for the 

Lord any longer?”  

 

However, to the hopeless people, Elisha said "Hear the word of the Lord. 

This is what the Lord says about this time tomorrow, a seah of flour will 

sell for a shekel and two seahs of barley for a shekel at the gate of 

Samaria. Notice that Elisha twice emphasized that what he was speaking 

was the Word of God. "Hear the word of the LORD. This is what the 

LORD says." 
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With the word, God assured them that the next day, the food would be so 

abundant that everybody could afford to buy food at a very low price.  

They could find hope if they listened to the word of God. Elisha himself 

heard the word of the Lord and found hope. And he proclaimed the hope 

from God’s word that he heard.  

 

Faith comes not by feeling, not by thinking, not by reasoning, not by 

anything, except by hearing. Hearing what? Hearing the word of God. 

Romans 10:17 says: faith comes from hearing the message, and the 

message is heard through the word of Christ. When you hear the word of 

God and trust in the word, you have faith in God’s deliverance. You find 

hope in any situation. When you face a crisis, search for a word of God’s 

deliverance. Hear the word and have faith in God’s deliverance.  

  

Ignore the words of unbelief 

When Elisha prophesied God's word of deliverance, a king's officer said 

that it couldn't happen. Look at this man’s unbelieving response in 7:2,  

The officer …said…, "Look, even if the LORD should open the floodgates 

of the heavens, could this happen?" 

  

Elisha’s prophecy about God’s deliverance seemed to be too good to be 

true when the officer saw the tragic and hopeless reality of the people in 

the city.  So, the officer’s unbelieving response was very natural. 

 

But we should never listen to such words. Why? Because words of 

unbelief will destroy our faith and we will not receive God’s deliverance. 

So, Elisha sternly warned him of the tragic result caused by his unbelief, 

"You will see it with your own eyes, but you will not eat any of it!"   

As Elisha forecast, the next day God provided plenty of food for the 

people in the city and rescued them all. The unbelieving man saw the food 

but was killed without tasting it. What a tragic result unbelief brings!  
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When God brought the Israelites into the desert, they didn't believe that 

God would lead them to the Promised Land. They spoke out their 

unbelief. They complained of the hardship of desert life. What was the 

result of their unbelief? They wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and 

were not permitted to enter the Promised Land. They saw the Promised 

Land, but they couldn’t taste the blessings of the Promised Land. 

 

It is a serious sin to profess unbelief openly against God’s word. There 

are people who reject God’s word of deliverance because they see only 

hopeless reality. They will never receive God’s deliverance.  

 

Believing God’s Word is not a natural response of reality. Many people 

ignore God’s Word because the word doesn’t seem to match reality.  

Although reality tells you that it is completely hopeless, always remember 

that His Word doesn’t need to match up with reality. Believe that what 

the Lord can do is beyond reality.  

 

Believe in God’s supernatural deliverance 

A. God uses a supernatural way to deliver 

The siege of Samaria was suddenly lifted in one day. The siege was lifted 

not by sword, not by bloodshed. It was lifted by God’s supernatural 

intervention. One night, the Lord sent the sound of chariots and horses to 

the Aramean army camp. The Aramean army heard the sound of hundreds 

and thousands of horses. They were frightened thinking the Hittite and 

Egyptian armies had come over to fight them and rescue the people in the 

city of Samaria. They had no time to prepare for a fight against the sudden 

attack. So, they got up and fled in the dusk and abandoned their tents and 

their horses and donkeys. They left the camp as it was and ran for their 

lives. 
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God never has a problem fulfilling what He promises. What a great God 

we have! He can control the whole universe. In times of crisis, we must 

know how great our God is as Isaiah proclaims (Isaiah chapter 40).  

* The oceans of the world contain more than 340 quintillion gallons 

of water, yet God holds them "in the hollow of his hand" (40:12). 

* The earth weighs 6 sextillion metric tons, yet God says it is but 

"dust on the scales" (40:15). 

* The known universe stretches more than 30 billion light years 

(200 sextillion miles), but God measures it by the breadth of his 

hand (40:12). 

*Scientists claim there are at least 100 billion galaxies and each 

galaxy is made up of about 100 billion stars. Isaiah reminds us that 

God calls each star "by name" (40:26). 

If God can hold the waters of the ocean in the hollow of His hand, 

consider the weight of the Earth as but dust, measure the width of the 

universe with the span of his hand, and call each star by name, surely, he 

can handle all our crises. 

 

When God speaks, things are created just as he speaks. Jesus says in 

Matthew 5:18, "I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not 

the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  

 

When Hudson Taylor went to China, he made the voyage on a sailing 

vessel. As it neared the channel between the southern Malay Peninsula 

and the island of Sumatra, the missionary heard an urgent knock on his 

stateroom door. He opened it, and there stood the captain of the ship. "Mr. 

Taylor," he said, "we have no wind. We are drifting toward an island 
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where the people are heathen, and I fear they are cannibals." "What can I 

do?" asked Taylor. "I understand that you believe in God. I want you to 

pray for wind." "All right, Captain, I will, but you must set the sail." "Why 

that's ridiculous! There's not even the slightest breeze. Besides, the sailors 

will think I'm crazy." But finally, because of Taylor's insistence, he 

agreed. Forty- five minutes later he returned and found the missionary 

still on his knees. "You can stop praying now," said the captain. "We've 

got more wind than we know what to do with!" Hudson Taylor believed 

God who supernaturally delivers His people from crises. And God 

delivered him as he believed.  

When there is nothing we can do in a crisis and no one can deliver us 

from a crisis, let’s believe God who cares for us and delivers us with his 

supernatural power: "… Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 

for you" (1 Peter 5:7). 

B. God used the lowly    

Although the enemy’s army fled away, the people in the city had no idea 

what had happened in the enemy’s camp. The watchmen on the walls 

were not aware of the retreat of the enemy. They continued to starve while 

there was so much food available in the enemy’s camp.  

 

At that time God used four lepers to be the messengers of good news. The 

lepers were excluded from the city, as unclean, contagious people 

(Leviticus 13:45, 46; Numbers 5:1-4). So, the lepers had lived outside the 

city gate.  

Because of the famine and the presence of the Aramean army, the lepers’ 

situation was desperate. They were about to perish in hunger. In such a 

desperate situation, they were determined to go over to the enemy’s camp. 

They thought that it would be better for them to try to do something than 

staying there and starving to death. In starving, they sought their enemy’s 

mercy: .... let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans and surrender. If 

they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die (verse 4).  



Page 7 of  7 (2 Kings 7:1-2) 

 

 

At the risk of their lives they went to the camp of the enemy. And, to their 

great surprise, they found abundant food in the enemy’s camp which was 

totally deserted.  

 

They brought the good news of the abundant food to the starving people 

in the city. When the people in the city came out, they took the food and 

brought it into the city. And the price of the food became so cheap that 

everybody was able to buy enough food (2 Kings 7:16). It happened just 

as God promised. God used the useless lepers to bring good news of 

deliverance.  

 

God uses people who are in lowly and desperate situations. God uses 

those who have nothing to boast about. Why?  

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:27-29,  

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 

chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the 

lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that 

are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before 

him.  

 

We all are dismal failures while living in our own hands. But when we 

put our life in God’s hands, God’s promise will be accomplished. With 

faith in God’s merciful favor for you, think courageously. Rather than just 

remaining where you are now and dying slowly, put your life in God’s 

hands, and take courageous action. When you do that, God will provide a 

way of hope to you and use you to bring the Good News to many hopeless 

people.  


