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ESF, Lord’s day service message 

7/29/2018 

God’s Kingdom in a Mustard Seed 

Text: Matthew 13:31-32 

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest 

of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches. 

 

When Darius, the king of the Persians, invaded Europe with a great army, 

he was met by Alexander the Great. Darius sent Alexander a bag of 

sesame seeds as a kind of insult, indicating his vast multitude of soldiers 

by the number of these small seeds. When Alexander received it, he sent 

back by the same messenger a bag of mustard seeds as a way of saying, 

"You may be many, but we're tough and biting and pungent (strong smell). 

We can handle you." And they did.  

 

From time to time, you may feel that you are too weak and insignificant 

to make any positive impact on your environment. But today with this 

word, Jesus gives you a clear reason why you should dream big and expect 

that you can have a significant influence on your family, on your church, 

and on the world. 

 

The power of a seed 

A seed has power in it. The power of a seed is not from its shape or size. 

A seed has the power of life in it.  

 

Some years ago, a British explorer found a small seed inside a Pyramid in 

Egypt. The seed was brought to England. Scientists found out that the seed 

had been there more than a thousand years. It was sown in soil to test 

whether the life of the seed was dead or alive. The result was amazing. 

The seed produced a bud and the bud grew to be a big tree.  
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Jesus used a mustard seed to illustrate that the power of God’s kingdom 

starts with a new life of a person who is born again through God’s word.  

Peter explains it in 1 Peter 1:23-25- For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring 

word of God. For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like 

the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word 

of the Lord endures forever.”  

As these words say, life in the word of God seems to be small like a 

mustard seed, but it never perishes. It endures forever. It has power that 

lasts eternally.  

If you are a born-again believer through the word of God, and have a new 

life in Christ, you have eternal power. You have God’s word which is a 

small seed but powerfully living and growing. You are not a mere man 

but a special, extraordinary man of God because you have the powerful 

potential of a seed of God’s Spirit. Even if you do not have anything to be 

proud of, be confident of the eternal power in you. And be proud of the 

eternal power you have.  

The value of a seed  

With the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus also is saying that there is 

precious value in a seed: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. 

Jesus is not saying many seeds but one seed. The seed of God’s word in 

one person has great value.  

 

Let’s see some examples in stories of the Bible. God called one person, 

Noah, to save the whole world and all living things from the Flood. He 

called one person Abraham to be the father of faith. Hebrew 11: 12 says, 

“And so from this one man, and he was as good as dead, came 
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descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 

sand on the seashore.”  

 

God has a way of bringing great things from the humble beginning of a 

life in Christ. Look at Winston Churchill. He was a stutterer, but God 

made him a great leader to rescue England from Hitler’s 

attack[aggression]. D.L. Moody was an uneducated, shy shoe salesman 

but God used him to evangelize thousands of people in his time. God can 

use a person who seems to be insignificant and make something great out 

of them!  

 

W Clement Stone in THE SUCCESS SYSTEM THAT NEVER FAILS 

(Englewood Cliff, NJ, Prentice Hall, Inc., 1962) told about a young 

businessman in Atlanta named Jack Stephens who got a call from a friend 

who was director of a local Boy’s Club. His friend asked him to pick up 

a young boy and his mother and take them to a hospital. The boy has 

leukemia Jack was told, and probably had only a few days to live. Since 

the boy’s home was only a few blocks away from his own. Jack Stephens 

agreed to this request. At eight that morning, the mother of the boy was 

sitting in the front seat of Jack’s car. The child was so weak that he was 

lying down, his head in his mother’s lap, his little feet resting on Jack’s 

right leg. After starting the motor, Jack glanced down at the youngster, 

who was staring at him. Their eyes met. "Are you God?" the boy asked. 

Jack hesitated, then answered softly, "No, son. Why do you ask?" "Mother 

said God would come soon and take me away with him." said the young 

fellow. His plaintive words nearly broke Jack’s heart. Six days later that 

young fellow did go to be with God. But a radical changed took place in 

Jack Stephens’ life. The picture of that young boy lying with his head in 

his mother’s lap--the eyes of that helpless child and the question, "Are 

you God?" burned themselves forever into his heart and mind. He knew 

he had to do more than he had been doing. Soon Jack Stephens himself 

was director of the Joseph B. Whitehead Memorial Boy’s Club in Atlanta. 
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One new life in Christ is precious even if it seems to be weak and 

insignificant. God can take something that is small and insignificant, and 

He can transform it into something really great! He has done that in many 

of you. He can do that for all who will come to Him by faith.  

 

If you are a believer, you are a valuable seed which has a great purpose 

for God. There is God’s calling in you. He has a very precious plan for 

His kingdom through one person, you. God may use you in a different 

way from the way He uses other people. It may be a unique way but a 

very precious way.  

 

With the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus is affirming to you the 

tremendous value of His new life in you: Don’t give up on yourself just 

because you have less than others have, because you are smaller than 

others are. If you have faith in my gospel, I will let your faith grow, and 

through your faith, I will pour out great blessings to you and to many 

people. I will make your life great through your little faith.  

 

So, do not see yourself by what you are or what you have in this world. 

See yourself by what you are and what you can be with life in Christ. 

Whenever you feel weak of insignificant, remember this word in 1 

Corinthians 1:27- But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 

the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.   

 

The growth of a seed   

A mustard seed grows to a maximum height of 21 feet. Its roots grows 63 

feet under the ground. Verse 32 says, “Yet when it grows, it is the largest 

of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

perch in its branches.” It is amazing to see such a huge expansion from a 

small mustard seed into a great tree.  
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So, the parable of a mustard seed is about the small beginning of the 

kingdom of God into an explosive growth. This amazing growth has 

continued to this day. In every place where a seed of Christ’s gospel has 

been planted, many souls have been saved and lives have been changed.  

 

The church of Christ is God’s earthly kingdom. It has continued to grow 

and to expand. It grows to be a source of spiritual food, rest, and shelter 

to the people of the whole world. Paul says in Ephesians 3:10, “His intent 

was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,”  

 

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus gives a wonderful promise of the church: “And I 

tell you that you are Peter and, on this rock, I will build my church, and 

the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  

 

What Jesus means by "On this rock” is what Peter has confessed of Jesus; 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” The church is the 

gathering of people who confess Jesus as their Christ and the Savior. He 

promised that the gates of hades, the power of death will not win over the 

church. It has been definitely increased throughout the generations. 

 

The church of Christ was started in Jerusalem in the first century. At that 

time the church was composed only of the Jewish believers. Their number 

was 120.  It was limited in one city Jerusalem, and in one nation Israel. 

Since then the church has been constantly growing in number and in 

geographical, cultural, and racial boundaries.  

According to Wikipedia 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_by_country) an internet 

Encyclopedia, as of the year 2015, Christianity has more than 2.3 billion 

adherents, out of 7.5 billion people in the world. Churches and Christians 

can be found in every known country and continent around the world 

today and their numbers keep growing.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_by_country
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Our church is a tiny part of this worldwide growth. Our church was started 

with 7 Korean college students at the UIC campus in 1987. About 30 years 

later, it has been growing to be a multi-ethnic ministry and mission center. 

Currently we have people from 30 countries and have sent missionaries 

to 7 countries. This has been done not by man’s plan or effort, but by 

God’s plan and grace. This is the growth of a mustard seed of God’s 

kingdom.  

 

If you are a Christian, you are a member of this worldwide kingdom. It 

does not matter who you are or what you have. What matters is that you 

are a believer of Christ and you are a family member of the most powerful 

kingdom on earth. Your king is Christ who is the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords. The Lord has called you to proclaim His name and His 

gospel to all nations. The Lord is telling you: “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of Father and of Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthews 28:19) 

 

Some day when you go to heaven, you will see a vast multitude of 

believers that cannot be numbered. With them you will stand before the 

Lord praising and worshipping Him as it is described in Rev. 7:9-11, 

“there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 

in front of the lamb…They fell down on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, saying: Amen! Prasie and glory and wisdom and thanks 

and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever Amen!”  

 

When you are discouraged because you are poor, small, and insignificant, 

remember this: As a believer of Christ, you are an essential citizen of a 

world-wide kingdom and eternal kingdom which will conquer every 

power and every kingdom, and which will last forever. Remember your 

identity as a citizen of a most privileged kingdom. And cheer up yourself. 


