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The God of All Comfort 

2 Corinthians 1:3,4 

 

One evening, several months before my high school graduation, I 

received a telephone call from Lou Ellen Griffin, the mother of my best 

friend, Jamie. The phone call was to change the course of my life, but  I 

could not comprehend the weight and extent of the change at the time. 

Mrs. Griffin was calling to ask if I had seen or heard from Jamie; he had 

attended an overnight Young Life meeting, and never returned home. 

We assumed that he would come home at any time. One night led to 

two, which led to weeks, and then months, and eventually, years. It was 

not until 10 years after Jamie's disappearance that I received a call, in 

Manila, from my parents. Jamie's remains had finally been found in 

Gunpowder State Park, where he had been buried, after being brutally 

murdered by a mutual friend. His father had never given up hope of 

eventually finding his son alive, and was devastated.  

 

The effect of all of this on me was cataclysmic: I had panic attacks, 

unresolved grief, depression, and an obsessive quest to find 

answers...why was my friend killed, and how? I was not yet a Christian, 

and had no faith or hope to sustain me.  

I avoided contact with Jamie's family, and tried to forget the tragedy, 

until one afternoon, over 20 years later, I felt led to drive to the Griffin’s 

house. I came to learn that in the wake of the loss of her only son, and 

later her husband, Mrs. Griffin found solace and healing in Jesus. She 

went on to minister full time to others who were hurting and in need. My 

renewed friendship with her brought deep comfort to me during some 
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very dark times: I realized that if God can bring hope, healing, and 

redemption in such a tragedy (for a parent's loss of a child is the worst 

pain one can suffer), He can do anything. God truly comforted Mrs. 

Griffin, and then used her to share that same comfort with others, 

including me, in life changing, profound ways. 

 

Mrs. Griffin is a perfect illustration of the teaching of our text, 2 

Corinthians 1:3,4. 

 

Let's look at that text together now: 

 

The God of all comfort comforts us in all our troubles (v 3-4a) 

 

Ultimately, all of the comfort we receive in our lives comes from God. 

God is the source of all comfort, whether it comes to us directly, through 

the inner ministry of the Holy Spirit, or through His word, or through 

other people and circumstances.  

 

God is our comforter in all of our troubles. No trouble is beyond the 

scope of His comfort; no trouble is too severe or too deep for God's 

comfort. There is nothing that you can suffer that will be too big, too 

painful, or too unique for God's comfort. The Bible tells us that God is 

love, light, goodness, power, righteousness. God is also comfort. Have 

you experienced God's comfort during trials?  

 

God's comfort is most profound, when other sources of comfort are most 

scarce.  

During the last week of November last year, I awoke from a nap with 

mild tightness in my right calf muscle. I have experienced this sensation, 

and worse, many times, and was not concerned. I even ran 10 miles the 

next day, and most of the tightness and pain subsided. 
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Even so, my brother John, who is a Doctor, urged me to get an 

ultrasound, because the pain had started when I was inactive. On 

November 1, I went to an urgent care clinic in Mount Prospect to get an 

ultrasound of my calf muscle, thinking it would put my mind at ease.  

I will never forget the look on the face of the technician, or her words. 

She said “I am very concerned. You have a very large deep vein 

thrombosis in your calf, and you need to get to the ER, immediately!” 

You know you are in trouble when you get to go to the front of the line 

in the ER! 

 

I was diagnosed with unprovoked dvt, which means I have a potentially 

life threatening blood clot in my leg, and the Doctors cannot figure out 

why. The problem is very serious; the cause is a mystery. 

 

If you asked me this morning “Hey, when is the one time in your life 

you felt closest to God? When was Jesus’ presence, and your desire to 

give thanks to Him for His salvation, most profound?” I would not 

hesitate to answer: “During those hours in the ER, and then during the 

hours, days, and weeks afterwards, while my life literally hanged in the 

balance. God's comfort was profound, and nearly indescribable. His 

peace surpassed understanding. It still does.” 

 

Such is the experience and testimony of countless saints, famous and 

obscure, throughout history. Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Judson. The 

Apostle Paul testified in 2 Corinthians 1:8,9: “We do not want you to be 

uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of 

Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so 

that we despaired even of life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence 

of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on 

God, who raises the dead.” 
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Have you experienced the same? Has God comforted you during a time 

when no answer, no relief, no help, was forthcoming from anywhere or 

anyone else? 

 

Praise the Lord for His comfort! 

 

The God of all comfort comforts us so that we can share His comfort 

with others (v 4b).  

Our troubles are God's training for ministry to others. The comfort we 

receive from God is not for keeping: it is for passing on to those around 

us who are going through their own troubles. Paul says we can comfort 

people “in any trouble”: no trouble is too great, or too unique. God can 

and will use us. This should encourage us, and humble us too. If you 

have suffered and experienced God's comfort, you are qualified to 

minister to others who are in need.  

 

Paul says “with the comfort we ourselves have received from God”: 

experience is the diploma in God's school of Christian ministry. Once 

you have experienced God's awesome comfort, it is difficult to keep it to 

yourself. You want to share it with others who are in trouble. Often, 

God's will for us in His church, and in the world, is found at just that 

place where our troubles, His comfort, and others’ troubles, intersect.  

Think of some of the great Christian hymns, like Luther's A Mighty 

Fortress. That hymn is the comforting testimony, put to a beautiful 

melody, of one man's seemingly insurmountable barrage of troubles, 

from without and from within. Reflect for a moment on the life of the 

great missionary Adoniram Judson: he was brought to the place of total 

surrender, and committed service, not on glassy seas of smooth sailing, 

or in the wake of grand successes. No, the point at which he began to 



Page 5 of 6 
 

turn Burma upside down with the gospel was while he was standing on 

the edge of his wife's grave. 

 

Consider:  

If God prevented all trials from entering our lives, He would take away 

our greatest preparation for ministry and usefulness. 

If healing and deliverance always came according to our timing, we 

would lose the opportunity to share God's comfort in God's way and 

time. 

 

I will never forget the times that me, Lyleen, and our children visited 

Mrs. Griffin in Maryland. She was a source of comfort, without even 

saying a word. Her joy in the Lord, and her transcendent hope, were 

priceless sermons of comfort that were preached by her life.  

 

May God use you, and me, and our church, to bring the comfort of Jesus 

to a lost and hurting world, wherever He calls us to be. 

Amen. 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How has God comforted you in the past? How is He 

comforting you right now? Be specific. 

2. Have you ever pondered the fact that, if God delivered us 

from every trouble immediately, (as we often ask Him to do), 

we would lose the spiritual maturity and ministry preparation 

that come from trouble?  

3. Are there people in your life (at work, at church, in your 

family) who are in trouble, and who need God's comfort? 

How can you share God's comfort with them? 
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4. What is the relationship between our text and evangelism? 

Please elaborate. 


