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A New Vision for a New Year 

Isaiah 54:1-5 

Sing, O barren woman,  

you who never bore a child;  

burst into song, shout for joy,  

     you who were never in labor;  

because more are the children of the desolate woman  

     than of her who has a husband,"  

     says the LORD.  
2 "Enlarge the place of your tent,  

     stretch your tent curtains wide,  

     do not hold back;  

lengthen your cords,  

     strengthen your stakes.  
3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left;  

     your descendants will dispossess nations  

     and settle in their desolate cities.  
4 "Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame.  

     Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated.  

You will forget the shame of your youth  

     and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood.  
5 For your Maker is your husband--  

     the LORD Almighty is his name--  

the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  

     he is called the God of all the earth.  

 

Viktor Frankl was a Jewish Austrian psychologist who survived the 

death camps of Nazi Germany. He made a discovery about why some 

survived the horrible conditions and some did not. He looked at several 

factors - health, vitality, family structure, intelligence, survival skills. 

Finally, he concluded that none of these factors was primarily 
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responsible. He found that the single most significant factor was a sense 

of future vision. People who survived were those who had a vision of a 

mission to perform, some important work left to do. 

Survivors of POW camps in Vietnam and elsewhere have reported 

similar experiences: a compelling, future-oriented vision is the primary 

force that kept many of them alive. 

The God of the bible is the God of a great vision. God’s goal to Adam 

and Eve was to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it” 

(Gen. 1:28). God’s goal to Abraham was not just to have a son, but to 

start a nation and to be a blessing to all people on earth (Gen. 12:1-13). 

Jesus’ goal for the disciples was for them to be witnesses in the power of 

the Holy Spirit from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 

With today’s words, God encourages us to see a new vision of great 

things from Him and to stretch ourselves to fulfill that new vision. The 

vision is that even if we are like barren women, God can bless us with 

many children. The vision is that even if our human conditions are 

hopeless, God can bring hope to our lives. At this time when we are 

about to finish one year and to start a New Year, God encourages us to 

start the New Year with a new vision and attempt to fulfill it. 

 

Sing joyful songs because of what God can do for you   

In ancient times, it was a shameful thing for a woman to be barren. 

There was no way to cure barrenness. It was an impossible dream for a 

barren woman to bear a child. So barren women were living their whole 

life in sadness and shame.  

 

But here God is encouraging a barren woman to sing. Why? Because 

God promises that He will enable her to bear many children. God 

promises that He will enable a woman who has no husband to have more 

children than a woman who has a husband. The promise means that God 
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will perform great miracles for those who are miserable because nothing 

is impossible with God (Luke 1:37).  

 

If the barren woman sees her barrenness and thinks about the 

impossibility of having children, she has to live with shame and 

hopelessness. But if she believes what the Lord can do in her life with 

His almighty power, she can sing and shout for joy.  It is not just a song 

of hope but also a song of faith - trusting what God has promised will 

come true. We can sing because we have hope in God’s promise. We 

can rejoice in the midst of difficult circumstances because of what God 

has promised will come true.  

 

That is what Hannah did (1 Samuel Chapters 1:6-2:10). Hannah was a 

barren woman. As a barren woman she lived a sad life. She was despised 

by her own servant because of her barrenness. In deep sorrow and 

trouble, she could have chosen either to live that way until she died or 

have chosen to believe in God’s miracle to bear her a child and sing 

joyful songs. She chose the latter. She chose to believe in God’s miracle 

and sing joyful songs. Actually, God enabled her to bear not only one 

child but also many children.  

 

One day while Paul and Silas were doing mission work, they were 

falsely accused by a crowd, beaten by them and imprisoned. The prison 

was dark and cold. Their whole body was aching. In that situation, they 

had two different choices to make. They could either have remained in 

the prison with a hopeless feeling or they could have believed in God’s 

goodness and miraculous powers and sing unto the Lord. They chose the 

latter. Then what happened to them? While they were singing, God 

performed a miracle by shaking the ground of the jail through an 

earthquake and opening the prison door.  

 

George Matthewson, who was blind since the age of three wrote the 

words to the famous song, "Oh joy that seeks me through pain. I cannot 
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close my heart to thee. I trace the rainbow through the rain and feel the 

promise is not vain. That morn shall tearless be." Fanny Crosby who 

was blind since the age of 2 wrote, "Redeemed, how I love to proclaim 

it, redeem by the blood of the lamb. Redeemed by His infinite mercy. His 

child and forever I am." Both of these song writers brightened the lives 

of millions by the joy in their heart even though they could not see the 

smile on peoples’ faces. 

 

Do you have any hopeless situation in your life that you think is 

impossible to change or improve? Have you had a dream that seems 

impossible to reach? Listen to what God promises you today. He can 

enable you to overcome the situation. He can enable you to fulfill the 

impossible dream. God is not saying that you yourself have to 

accomplish the dream, but is saying that He will do it for you, He will do 

it through you. God promises you that if you choose to sing joyful songs 

in dark situation, He will deliver you from the situation. And He is 

asking you to sing joyful songs with faith in that promise. 

 

Choose to sing joyful songs not because you are in good shape with no 

trials but because God can enable you to overcome all trials. Choose to 

sing joyful songs with faith in God’s positive promise for you, the 

promise that He will bring a miracle to turn your barren life into a 

glorious life.    

   

Enlarge your capacity to receive God’s blessings 

If a barren woman believes that God will enable her to bear lots of 

children, she has to prepare for the day when she will have lots of 

children. She has to prepare more rooms for the children. 

 

If you believe that the Lord will enable you to fulfill a great dream, you 

have to prepare now for the day when the dream comes true. You have 

to enlarge your capacity to be able to handle the blessing. That is why 

God is saying to you today, “You must enlarge the place of your tent, 
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stretch your tent curtains wide… lengthen your cords, strengthen your 

stakes.”  

 

God wants to do a greater work in your life. God has a greater purpose 

than you can ever imagine. But for that to take place you must enlarge 

your capacity for God. It’s not your ability but it’s your expandability 

that God uses. God needs expandable tents. God uses flexible vessels 

who are able to change and grow with what God is doing. God wants to 

and can do great things through you. But you can receive His great 

blessings only as much as the capacity of your faith and the capacity of 

your preparation to receive His great blessings.  

 

Then what are practical ways to enlarge your capacity to receive God’s 

great blessings.  

 

1.  Invest your time and resources in God’s business  

To enlarge the capacity of your faith, you must invest your time and 

resources in God’s business. Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, …but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven” 

(Matt 6:19-20).  

Robert Morrison went to China believing that the Lord would use him to 

translate the bible into Chinese. Through painstaking efforts, Robert 

translated the Bible into just one Chinese language. But God used his 

investment to pave the way for others to translate God’s words into 

many other languages. His Bible translation mission has grown to 

become the Wycliffe Bible translation mission. Today more than 5000 

Wycliffe missionaries are getting involved in translating the Bible into 

hundreds of different languages around the world.  

 

The Lord promises that He will return your investment to you not a few 

percent but 30, 60, and 100 fold.  
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There is a story of an ambitious young man who told his pastor he’d 

promised God a tenth of his income. They prayed for God to bless his 

career. At that time he was making $40.00 per week and tithing $4.00. 

God did just that and in a few years his income increased to $5,000 per 

week and he was tithing $500.00 per week. 

He called the pastor to see if he could be released from his tithing 

promise, it was too costly now. The pastor replied, “I don’t see how you 

can be released from your promise, but we can ask God to reduce your 

income to $40.00 a week, then you’d have no problem tithing $4.00.” 

In the New Year, invest your time to take care of one person, or one 

ministry you have never been involved with before. In the New Year, 

invest your money in God’s ministry and mission.  

 

2. Take the courageous step to obey the word of God  

To enlarge your capacity, God commands you to do something you can’t 

understand or you may be afraid to do. Take a courageous step to obey 

the word of God.  

 

That is what Joshua did when he had to lead his people cross the river 

Jordan with great miracle of God (Joshua chapters 3).   

 

When Joshua arrived at the river Jordan, it was the flood season. It was 

not a good time for Joshua to lead his people across the river. They had 

nothing to make a bridge over the flooded river, nor a boat to carry them 

over the river.   

 

God told Joshua to have the priests step into the river's edge. Stepping 

into the river at that time could mean death by drowning. But Joshua 

took a bold step to obey what the Lord told him to do. Joshua had the 

priests step into the edge of the river. Then the water stopped flowing, 
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divided and yield a pathway for the people. So they were able to cross 

the river.  

 

When they took a courageous step to obey God’s word, God brought 

them an amazing miracle.  

 

Is there any obstacle you have always wanted to overcome but have not 

been able to? Try to listen to God’s words. Try to do the little things that 

God is telling you to do. And God will eventually show you a way to 

break though the obstacle.   

 

3. Be flexible to follow the movement of the Spirit  

To enlarge our capacity to receive God’s blessings, we need flexibility.  

It is flexibility to follow the movement of God’s Spirit. Because God lets 

great things happen in your life not based on your ability but based on 

the power of His Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

The Holy Spirit moves freely. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of freedom. 

2 Cor. 3:17 says: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is freedom.   

 

So the Spirit does not and cannot be confined by man’s tradition or 

man’s familiarities. The Spirit never changes in his essence. But the 

Spirit may change the way of doing ministries. The way the Spirit works 

is limitless. If we are flexible and humbly willing to obey however the 

Holy Spirit works and whatever the Holy Spirit instructs, the Holy Spirit 

will keep pouring new blessings onto us.    

 

A young pilot had just passed the point of no return when the weather 

changed for the worse. Visibility dropped to a matter of a few feet as fog 

descended to the earth. The landing worried him the most. His 

destination was a crowded metropolitan airport he wasn’t familiar with. 

Finally, he heard the voice of the air traffic controller. “I’m going to put 
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you in a holding pattern,” the controller radioed. At that moment, the 

pilot knew that his safe landing was in the hands of this person. He had 

to trust the voice of an air traffic controller he couldn’t see. He informed 

the controller, “This is not a seasoned pro up here. I would appreciate 

any help you could give me.” “You’ve got it!” he heard back. 

 

For the next 45 minutes, the controller gently guided the pilot through 

the blinding fog. As course and altitude corrections came periodically, 

the young pilot realized the controller was guiding him around obstacles 

and away from potential collisions. By following the gentle voice of the 

controller step by step, he landed safely at last. 

 

The Holy Spirit guides us through the maze of life much like that air 

traffic controller. The Holy Spirit can guide us if we totally depend on 

Him and follow His instructions whatever they may be.  

 

Always be ready to be flexible to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Be willing to obey whatever the Holy Spirit is telling you to do.  


