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ESF, Lord’s day service message 

7/14/2019 

A Revival of a Dead Life  

2 Chronicles 7:14 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.   

 

A wife brought her sick husband to the doctor. The news was not good. 

The husband had just one week to live. The doctor told her, “You can 

extend your husband’s life by cooking, rubbing his feet and back, take 

him to baseball games, fishing, etc. Be as affectionate as when you were 

first married. This might extend his life.” After seeing the doctor, the 

husband asked his wife, “Honey, what did the doctor say?” The wife 

replied, “He said you’ve got one week to live.” 

 

Some people do not get healed because they do not follow their doctors’ 

orders.  

 

In today’s message, God says, “I am the Great Physician. Follow my 

instruction and I will revive your dead life.” God gives us clear 

instructions on how we can turn our lives of mediocrity into powerfully 

energetic lives. 

Do you want to receive a revival in your life today? Then carefully 

search God’s instructions of revival and follow them.   

 

Humble yourself before God 

God promises that when we humble ourselves before Him, He will hear, 

forgive and heal us. James 4:6 …"God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble." 

 

How can we humble ourselves before God? 
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Honor God’s Lordship 

Honoring God’s Lordship means that you acknowledge that God is the 

master of your life. You acknowledge that God is the owner of 

everything you have- your life, time, possession, job, talents etc. You are 

just God’s steward, and whatever you do, you do it to serve God’s will. 

Jesus teaches us about this truth in Luke 17:10, “When you have done 

everything you were told to do (by God), you should say, ‘We are 

unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”  

 

If you honor God’s Lordship, your confession should be like this: “All 

that I have, all that I can do, achieve and gain are not mine but yours O 

Lord. So I give glory to you for my achievement. I give glory to you for 

my success. I give glory to you for my talents.” By honoring God’s 

Lordship in everything of your life like this, you will be able to humble 

yourself before God and He will hear you.  

 

Accept God’s sovereign will  

By accepting God’s sovereign will in your life you will be able to 

humble yourself before God. It means that in all things happening in 

your life, either good or bad, easy or difficult, you trust that God’s will is 

higher than your understanding. It is to trust God’s goodness in all things 

happening in your life.  

 

Usually you will have no problem accepting God’s will when something 

good happens to your life. But when something bad happens to your life, 

it may be hard for you to accept God’s will. 

 

However, if you trust His goodness in difficult times, God receives you 

as a humble person. And God is pleased to hear from you.    
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This is what Job experienced in his life. In the midst of terrible disasters, 

he trusted God’s sovereign will. He tragically lost all his sons, 

daughters, his possessions and his health. He became like a dead man. 

He was tempted to deny God’s good will in his life. His wife told him to 

“curse God and die.” (Job 2:9). However, Job fell to the ground in 

worship to the Lord and said: 

    "Naked I came from my mother's womb, 

        and naked I will depart. 

    The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 

        may the name of the LORD be praised." Job 1:21 

 

In such unbearable tragedies, he trusted God’s sovereign will in his life. 

And God heard his cry and blessed the latter part of his life more than 

the first (Job 42:12). And Job confessed, “My ears had heard of you 

(God) but now my eyes have seen you” (Job 42:5). That’s a good 

example of how a man can humble himself before God in times of 

trouble.  

 

If you trust God’s sovereign will like Job did, God will hear you, forgive 

you and heal you. When difficult things happen to you, acknowledge 

God’s sovereign will in your life.  

“Lord, I don’t understand why this terrible thing has happened to me. I 

don’t understand why you have allowed such a thing to happen to me. I 

am in pain and confusion. But I trust that you have a good plan in this. I 

trust that you have a sovereign plan which I don't understand but which 

is the best according to your will. Although I do not understand all the 

mysteries of your will, I believe you are good and sovereign.  So I still 

trust you, honor you and worship you.”  

 

Come to God with a broken spirit  
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You can humble yourself before God by coming to Him with a broken 

spirit. Psalm 34:18 says, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and 

saves those who are crushed in spirit.”  

 

In Luke 18:9-14, with the story of a Pharisee and a tax collector, Jesus 

explains well this truth.   

 

Two men, a Pharisee and a tax collector went up to the temple. The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: “God, I thank you that I am not 

like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.” But the tax 

collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 

beat his breast and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  

 

At the end of this story, Jesus concluded, “I tell you that this man (tax 

collector), rather than the other (Pharisee), went home justified before 

God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.”  

 

When you come to God like this tax collector does, God will hear you, 

forgive you and heal you. God will revive your dead life.  

 

Seek God’s face  

Pray earnestly   

As the merciful Father, God hears when His children seek Him through 

earnest prayer.  

 

We can see a good example of this in king Hezekiah’s life. One day he 

got very sick. And the prophet, Isaiah delivered a message from God to 

him. It was that his illness was deadly and he would die soon. 

Hezekiah’s heart sank with this word.  Near the time of death, he 

desperately sought God’s face through earnest prayer. Let’s see how 
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earnestly he sought God’s face and how mercifully God heard him 

(Isaiah 38:2-5).  Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the 

LORD, 3 “Remember, LORD, how I have walked before you faithfully 

and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your 

eyes.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.  

 4 Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and tell Hezekiah, 

‘This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have 

heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years to your 

life.  

 

A tearful prayer is an expression of earnest prayer. God honors such a 

prayer. Psalm 3:4 says, “I cried to the LORD with my voice, and He 

heard me from His holy hill.”  

 

William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, sent a couple of 

young men to a city to establish a new ministry. They did everything 

they could do to build up the ministry but nothing seemed to be working. 

Then the men sent a telegraph to Booth expressing their frustration. 

Booth replied back with two words, “Try tears!”   

 

When you are tempted to quit any task in your life with hopelessness, try 

tears. Seek earnestly the Lord’s mercy. Don’t cry alone, but cry to God 

for His deliverance.    

 

Turn to God 

You can seek God’s face by turning away from your ways and turning to 

Him. Isaiah 55:6-7, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him 

while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the evil man his 

thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and 

to our God for he will freely pardon.” 
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God is a Holy God so His presence cannot be mixed with any sin. Your 

sin affects your relationship with God.  

 

If you confess your sin and willfully get out of your sinful way and 

return to God, God will accept you immediately and revive your dead 

life (Psalm 32:5, 1 John 1:9). 

 

Jesus teaches this truth clearly with the parable of a prodigal son in Luke 

ch.15. When the prodigal son realized how miserable his life was 

without having a right relationship with his father, he confessed his sin 

of rebellion. But he didn’t remain at the place of his sinful life with just 

confession and regrets. He got out of the place and returned back to his 

father.  He turned away from his wicked ways and returned to his father. 

And his father immediately and gladly accepted him as his son again. 

His miserable life was turned into a joyful life.  

 

If you want God to bring a revival to your life, you have to take the same 

path as the prodigal son took. God speaks to your conscience to stop 

sinning while you are still sinning. But if you do not listen to Him, He 

will not force you to listen to Him. He will patiently wait for you until 

you listen. Why? God wants to have a heartfelt loving relationship with 

you. 

 

When you are ready to listen to God, He will help you get out of your 

sinful ways and turn to Him. And He will revive your dead life.  

 

 


